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Ladies and Gentlemen,  

Distinguished participants, 

 
1. It is a great privilege and pleasure to be here today. The 

International Anti-Corruption Academy (IACA) is honored to 
participate in this Symposium so ably organized by:  

− The World Bank Office of Suspension and Debarment 
(OSD),  

− The Anti-Corruption Law Interest Group of the American 
Society of International Law (ASIL), and  

− The Organization for Economic Cooperation and 
Development's Anti-Corruption Division.  

We commend their very timely initiative to discuss the issue of 
supranational responses to corruption.  

2. We are also happy to partner with  

− The Austrian Federal Ministry for International Affairs,  

− The World Economic Forum, and  

− The OPEC Fund for International Development 

 in providing support for this very important event.  

Ladies and gentlemen,  

3. Corruption undermines all aspects of human development. It 
poses a threat to peace and security, weakens institutions, and 
jeopardizes sustainable development and the rule of law.  

4. Partnerships and international cooperation are vital for tackling 
corruption, as the latter cannot be detained within national 
borders. We need strong international cooperation, robust 
international institutions, and monitoring mechanisms. 
Governments, international organizations, civil society, and 
citizens must work together to find collective solutions and 
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jointly build a society free of corruption.  

5. Spotlighting the devastating cost of corruption, the special 
session of the UN General Assembly against Corruption 
(UNGASS 2021) adopted last year the Political Declaration. 
Among other things, this document highlights the importance 
of anti-corruption education and training as a key driver of 
change to build a culture of integrity and provide the basis for 
a corruption-free society. In particular, the Declaration calls for 
strengthening efforts to enhance the effectiveness of anti-
corruption education and facilitate anti-corruption research 
and implement teaching and learning programmes with 
elements of integrity at all levels of education.  

6. In this context it also calls on all international and regional 
organizations concerned, such as the International Anti-
Corruption Academy, to strengthen their cooperation with the 
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime and other relevant 
United Nations entities. 

7. IACA, in its dual role as both an international organization and 
an institute of higher learning, has developed the expertise and 
experience needed to fulfill its unique mandate of providing 
anti-corruption education and technical assistance to those 
most in need, thus substantively supporting the 
implementation the United Nations Convention against 
Corruption (UNCAC). 

Distinguished participants, 

8. Investing in anti-corruption education is crucial to building a 
fit-for-purpose workforce and promoting a culture of integrity. 
To fight corruption, we must provide our practitioners and 
front-line workers with the tools they need. Considerable 
political and economic capital in anti-corruption education and 
training will be required to build necessary capacities in both 
the public and private sectors, and to foster a culture of 
integrity in societies.  

9. Anti-corruption compliance is an important element of the 
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integrity framework. Realizing this, IACA developed activities 
to support the implementation of anti-corruption compliance 
standards in the business sector, non-profit organizations, and 
sports. 

10. In 2019, the Academy conducted the analysis and published 
an overview of international anti-corruption compliance 
standards and guidelines. The overview focuses, inter alia, on 
issues related to the design and implementation of anti-
corruption compliance programmes in companies, particularly 
SMEs. 

11. Moreover, integrity and compliance issues are among 
priorities in the current research agenda of the Academy. They 
are also an integral part of IACA’s academic programmes and 
open trainings curricula. In particular, one of our master 
programmes, the International Master in Anti-Corruption 
Compliance and Collective Action, provides comprehensive 
insight into corruption, anti-corruption, compliance systems, 
and collective action schemes. Integrity and compliance are 
also part of our numerous tailor-made trainings organized by 
IACA.  

12. The COVID pandemic has substantially changed education. It 
has caused schools and universities to close worldwide, which 
triggered a rise in e-learning. IACA was also forced to scale up 
our e-learning services for anti-corruption focused master 
programs and capacity-building activities. This resulted in 
making anti-corruption education more accessible and cost-
effective worldwide. E-learning is surely here to stay – and may 
point us towards a perspective of building back better. 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

13.  I congratulate all applicants whose papers were selected for 
this debate and wish you a successful outcome of this event.  

Thank you for your attention. 
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