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prefACe 
Dear Ladies and Gentlemen,

Dear Colleagues and Friends,

The year is ending on a high note for IACA with the 

graduation of the MACS class of 2015-2017, our third 

Regional Summer Academy, this time in the Middle East, 

and a plethora of tailor-made trainings. In October, IACA 

had a successful Sixth Assembly of Parties in the Arab 

Republic of Egypt, and the following month prominently 

reiterated its firm commitment to the United Nations 

Convention against Corruption (UNCAC). In addition, the 

organization has gained further prestigious recognition in 

a United Nations General Assembly Human Rights Council 

Resolution, and Guinea has become our 72nd Party.

All this and more, including details of some of our 2018 

programmes, is in this final newsletter of 2017. 

And keep an eye out for IACA’s recently launched Twitter 

account – we look forward to joining the conversation 

with you there (see p.6).

Happy holidays, and all the best for 2018!

warm regards from Laxenburg/Vienna,

Martin KREUTNER

Dean & Executive Secretary of IACA

UN Photo/Mark Garten
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IACA proudly celebrated the graduation of 

the 2015 – 2017 Master in Anti-Corruption 

Studies (MACS) class at its Laxenburg 

campus on 7 December. The class is the 

third cohort to have completed this unique 

global academic programme. The graduates 

come from all sectors and from 16 countries 

around the world: Afghanistan, Australia, 

Austria, Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Brazil, 

China, el Salvador, India, Japan, Liberia, 

Malawi, Sierra Leone, South Sudan, 

Uganda, and the United States of 

America. 

The guest of honour at the ceremony was 

Mr. Michael Hershman, co-founder of 

Transparency International and Chair of 

IACA’s International Senior Advisory Board 

(see p.6). Offering the graduating students 

some words of inspiration, he said: “You 

are the champions of the cause, and it gives 

me hope that this group of individuals will 

continue the fight against corruption, a 

group that truly understands the damage 

corruption causes and the benefits of 

tackling it.”

IACA has once again been explicitly 

recognized in a UN Resolution for its 

education and capacity-building activities 

in the field of anti-corruption and human 

rights. 

Resolution 35/25 of the Human Rights 

Council of the UN General Assembly, 

adopted on 23 June 2017, recognizes 

that the negative impact of corruption on 

human rights and sustainable development 

can be addressed and prevented through 

anti-corruption education, and “notes with 

appreciation the capacity-building activities 

and specialized curricula developed by relevant 

institutions, such as the United Nations Office 

on Drugs and Crime and the International Anti-

Corruption Academy”. 

IACA has received prestigious acknowledgment 

from numerous international bodies and fora 

for its work in anti-corruption and compliance 

education and capacity-building.

MACSgraduation

GrADUATION Of THe MACS 2015 - 2017 CLASS

fUrTHer UN reCOGNITION fOr IACA 
IACArecognition

fULL STOry

fULL STOry

Michael Hershman 

https://youtu.be/R89PVcVFESI
http://www.iaca.int/970-graduation-of-the-macs-2015-%E2%80%93-2017-class.html
http://www.iaca.int/966-nexus-between-human-rights-and-corruption-further-un-recognition-for-iaca%E2%80%99s-work.html
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The sixth session of IACA’s Assembly of 

Parties, generously hosted by the Arab 

Republic of Egypt in Sharm El Sheikh in early 

October, reached a successful conclusion 

with the unanimous adoption of seven 

resolutions, including the organization’s 

new Work Programme 2017 - 2020. 

Throughout the three-day gathering, 

representatives voiced their strong support 

for IACA and underlined the importance 

of its global work in anti-corruption 

education, research, capacity-building, 

networking, and cooperation. 

In his welcome address, H.E. Mr. 

Mohammed Erfan, Minister and Chairman 

of the Administrative Control Authority 

of the Arab Republic of Egypt, said 

his country was honoured to host the 

Assembly. The opening ceremony was 

preceded by the signing of a memorandum 

of understanding between IACA and the 

Authority.

The President of the session was H.E. Mr. 

Omar Amer Youssef, Ambassador and 

Permanent Representative of the Arab 

Republic of Egypt to the International 

Organizations in Vienna (African Group). 

He recalled that the Egyptian Prime 

Minister, H.E. Sherif Ismail, had granted 

his auspices for the hosting of this 

session “as a reflection of Egypt’s highest 

commitment to all international efforts 

against corruption and its appreciation, in 

particular, of the work of IACA”.

This marked the first time that the Assembly 

has convened in an African country.

IACAAop

SIXTH ASSeMBLy Of pArTIeS eNDS SUCCeSSfULLy

fULL STOry

H.E. Mr. Mohammed Erfan

https://youtu.be/R89PVcVFESI
http://www.iaca.int/954-iaca-calls-for-stronger-international-cooperation-to-fight-corruption.html
https://youtu.be/R89PVcVFESI
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At the Seventh Session of the 

Conference of the States Parties 

to the United Nations Convention 

against Corruption (UNCAC) at the 

United Nations Office in Vienna 

in November, IACA stressed 

the importance of international 

cooperation to the further 

implementation of the UNCAC and 

fulfilment of the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development.

Addressing the high-level segment, 

Martin Kreutner, IACA’s Dean and 

Executive Secretary, highlighted 

that successful anti-corruption 

efforts rely on international 

cooperation “not only in spirit and 

with warm words, but also through 

practical steps and concrete 

deeds”.

IACA‘s two well-attended side 

events, one of which was co-hosted 

with INTERPOL on the theme of 

Corruption in Cyberspace, brought 

together expert global speakers 

who provided key insights on 

anti-corruption, compliance, and 

collective action.

IACA’s third Regional Summer Academy, this time for the 

Middle East, came to a successful close in Kuwait City on 

14 December, receiving highly positive feedback from 

anti-corruption and compliance professionals across the 

region.

Co-organized with the Kuwait Anti-Corruption Authority 

(NAZAHA), the five-day session attracted 55 participants 

from 14 countries and jurisdictions: Bahrain, egypt, 

Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Oman, 

Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Tunisia, and the United 

Arab emirates; and the State of palestine.

Expert lecturers included, among many others, H.E. 

Ambassador Muhyieddeen Shaban Touq from Jordan, 

former Chairman of the Ad-Hoc Committee for the United 

Nations Convention against Corruption and a current 

member of IACA’s Board of Governors.

Previous IACA Regional Summer Academies took place 

in Latin America (Argentina, 2015) and Eastern Africa 

(Uganda, 2016).

UNCACconference reGIONALsummeracademy

IACA reITerATeS UNCAC 
COMMITMeNT

IACA reGIONAL 
SUMMer ACADeMy - 
MIDDLe eAST 

fULL STOry

fULL STOry

IACA Regional Summer Academy - Middle East participants

https://youtu.be/R89PVcVFESI
http://www.iaca.int/978-third-iaca-regional-summer-academy-empowers-middle-east-professionals.html 
http://www.iaca.int/954-iaca-calls-for-stronger-international-cooperation-to-fight-corruption.html
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IACA’s International Senior Advisory 

Board (ISAB) gathered in Laxenburg 

on 6 and 7 December to discuss 

current initiatives at the organization 

and provide input on a range of 

matters related to future programmes 

and activities. The Board received 

updates on recent developments at 

IACA, including current and upcoming 

programmes and IACA’s fast-growing 

alumni network of anti-corruption 

and compliance professionals in 154 

countries and jurisdictions.

In addition, Mr. Michael Hershman, 

the Chairperson of the ISAB, was the 

guest of honour at the graduation 

ceremony for IACA’s 2015 – 2017 

Master in Anti-Corruption Studies 

(MACS) class (see p.3). Other Board 

members also attended the ceremony.

ISABmeeting

INTerNATIONAL SeNIOr ADVISOry BOArD MeeTS

IACA 
HAS JOINED
T wIT TER!

twitter.com/IACA_Academy
fOLLOw US

ISAB members with IACA Dean (L)

https://twitter.com/IACA_Academy
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IACAprogrammes

2018 prOGrAMMeS AT A GLANCe

This two-year programme is specially designed for 
practitioners involved with the business sector in these fields. 
It consists of six modules, each including an intensive in-class 
session, as well as a practical final project or thesis.

The inaugural IMACC class (2017 – 2019) started in 
November and its first in-class session will take place at IACA 
in January. 
Applications for the 2018-2020 programme open in 
January 2018

Starts November 2018 (2 years)

INTerNATIONAL MASTer 
IN ANTI-COrrUpTION COMpLIANCe AND 
COLLeCTIVe ACTION (IMACC)

ACADeMIC prOGrAMMeS 

IACA offers two master’s programmes for anti-corruption and compliance professionals from 
around the world who wish to pursue their studies while remaining fully employed. Graduating 
students receive internationally recognized MA degrees with 120 ECTS credits under the 
European Higher Education Area (“Bologna process”).

MASTer IN ANTI-COrrUpTION STUDIeS

This is the sixth edition of our long-standing degree 
programme, which has already welcomed students 
from more than 40 countries and jurisdictions. 
Application deadline: 31 May 2018

Starts October 2018 (2 years)

AppLy NOw

Every day I appreciate the finer nuances of anti-corruption 

strategy that I learnt during the MACS. It has enabled me to 

read the finer print of the law, understand the value of well-

functioning institutions in a state, and better understand the 

economic impact of corruption. The world-class faculty are 

remarkable and our class had students from all continents 

and professional backgrounds. IACA and my wonderful 

classmates have left indelible memories.

“

Mallika Mahajan
Commissioner, Central GST, Department of 
Revenue, Ministry of Finance, India
MACS 2015-2017 graduate

MACS: Student experience

http://www.iaca.int/academic-programmes/macs.html
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IACAprogrammes

2018 prOGrAMMeS AT A GLANCe

The 2018 edition of this renowned annual programme 
is now open for applications from anti-corruption and 
compliance professionals around the world. The IACA 
Summer Academy has attracted almost 500 participants 
from more than 110 countries since it began in 2011. 

As in previous years, the 2018 edition will examine 
trends and practices on the global anti-corruption 
agenda and - in line with its overall “Practice meets 
Science” theme - give participants tools for bridging the 
gap between theory and practice.

The diverse professional backgrounds and cross-sectoral 
experience of the expert lecturers give participants 
an excellent opportunity to expand their knowledge 
and further strengthen their hands-on skills in an 
international environment.
Application deadline: 19 March 2018

29 June - 6 July, Laxenburg, Austria

AppLy NOw

OpeN TrAININGS 

IACA SUMMer ACADeMy 2018

It was an amazing exercise with many 

participants from around the world, 

diverse experiences, and professors 

sharing very useful knowledge. The 

opportunities this IACA programme 

provided for networking to partner on 

the anti-corruption agenda cannot be 

overlooked.

“Justine Kasoma
Promotion of Accountability and Transparency 
Project, GIZ Uganda
2017 Summer Academy Alumna

IACA Summer Academy: Student experience 

IACA is offering discounts on fees for its programmes and activities under its new 
fee discount scheme for passport holders of the organization’s Parties and for 
registered Alumni.

The discounts range from 10% to 20% of the fee and exclusively apply for 
participants or applicants registering or applying in their personal capacity. Please 
see our website for further details.

IACA offers a limited number of 
scholarships for students from Least 
Developed Countries as defined by the 
United Nations. Please see our website 
for details.

Scholarships Fee discount scheme

http://www.iaca.int/opentrainings/summer_academy.html


9

www.iaca.int

2017.04

INTERNATIONAL ANTI-CORRUPTION ACADEMY

IACANEwSLETTER

OeCDantibribery

20th ANNIVerSAry Of OeCD CONVeNTION

A senior Chinese delegation visited IACA’s 

campus in November to discuss further 

cooperation in the areas of anti-corruption and 

compliance, including possible additional joint 

training activities for professionals from China 

and other Asian countries.

The delegation was led by Mr. Guo Kailang, 

Chief Inspector, Ministry of Industry and 

Information Technology. He was accompanied 

by H.E. Mr. Shi Zhongjun, the country’s 

Permanent Representative to the International 

Organizations in Vienna. Other officials from the 

Ministry and the Permanent Mission in Vienna 

also attended the meeting.

IACA marked the 20th anniversary of the OECD Anti-Bribery 

Convention by reaffirming its commitment to this major contribution 

to the global anti-corruption movement.

The OECD Convention on Combating Bribery of Foreign Public 

Officials in International Business Transactions was signed on 17 

December 1997, and entered into force on 15 February 1999. It 

presently has 43 Parties, comprising all 35 OECD countries and 8 

non-OECD countries.

Martin Kreutner, IACA’s Dean and Executive Secretary, stated: “The 

OECD Anti-Bribery Convention is an increasingly important tool in 

our collective anti-corruption efforts, in particular with regard to 

the business sector. IACA today reiterates its pledge to continue 

supporting the implementation of the OECD Convention through its 

work in empowering anti-corruption and compliance professionals 

across the globe.”

IACA signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the OECD in 

2014 and continues to collaborate closely with the organization.

CHINAdelegation

SeNIOr CHINeSe DeLeGATION VISITS IACA 

fULL STOry

fULL STOry

http://www.iaca.int/960-senior-chinese-delegation-at-iaca.html
http://www.iaca.int/977-the-oecd-anti-bribery-convention-at-20.html
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In the final quarter of 2017 IACA has delivered numerous tailor-made 

trainings in Laxenburg and internationally at the request of organizations 

around the world. They include public and private sector and academic 

groups from, among others, Austria, India, peru, republic of Korea, 

romania, and Slovakia, as well as Kosovo and the eurasian economic 

Union.

Many more are already scheduled for 2018. Organizations and companies 

interested in a tailor-made training are encouraged to contact us via 

tmt@iaca.int with their specific requirements.

In a lecture in Vienna on 13 November, Michael Johnston, 

Distinguished Professor at IACA, noted that despite changing 

attitudes towards corruption and greatly increased efforts 

to combat it since the end of the Cold war, the last three 

decades have seen “high hopes, indifferent results”. 

Prof. Johnston, who is also Charles A. Dana Professor of 

Political Science Emeritus at Colgate University in the United 

States, pointed to several common shortcomings in current 

anti-corruption efforts around the world. These include 

a “one-size-fits-all” approach to different countries and 

regions, and a “zero-tolerance” policy that can sometimes 

become counterproductive. The event was co-organized by 

IACA and the US Embassy in Austria.

IACA prOf. MICHAeL 
JOHNSTON ON 
COrrUpTION

HIGH DeMAND fOr 
IACA TAILOr-MADe 
TrAININGS

ANTICOrrUpTIONlecture TAILOr-MADetrainings

fULL STOry

fULL STOry

Tailor-made training for Austria timber company Holzindustrie Schweighofer

https://youtu.be/R89PVcVFESI
https://youtu.be/R89PVcVFESI
http://www.iaca.int/968-integrity-raising-event-for-holzindustrie-schweighofer-in-romania.html
http://www.iaca.int/958-time-for-fresh-thinking-on-anti-corruption.html
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HONDUrASMoU

IACA again highlighted the vital importance of effective 

international cooperation in fighting corruption at a 

conference in Astana, Kazakhstan on 8 December. The one-

day event was organized by the Agency for Civil Service 

Affairs and Anti-Corruption of the Republic of Kazakhstan.

In a video message, Mr. Martin Kreutner, Dean and Executive 

Secretary, emphasized the role of international cooperation 

in combating corruption, noted the national anti-corruption 

efforts of Kazakhstan, and underlined the importance of the 

joint international effort to implement the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development.

Mr. Jaroslaw Pietrusiewicz, IACA’s Senior Officer for External 

Relations and Protocol, spoke at the event about the organization’s mandate and current activities and took part in a panel discussion about 

combating corruption at national and international levels.

ASTANA ANTI-COrrUpTION CONfereNCe

KAZAKHSTANconference

IACA and the Supreme Court of Justice of the Republic of Honduras 

signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) on 10 November 

that paves the way for closer mutual cooperation in fighting and 

preventing corruption.

The MoU sets the framework for future collaboration between the 

two institutions across a range of joint projects, meetings, exchanges 

of information, and other activities in the areas of anti-corruption and 

compliance.

MoU wITH SUpreMe COUrT Of 
JUSTICe Of HONDUrAS

fULL STOry

fULL STOry

http://iaca.int/component/dropfiles/?task=frontfile.download&id=204
http://www.iaca.int/957-iaca-signs-mou-with-supreme-court-of-justice-of-honduras.html
http://www.iaca.int/974-iaca-emphasizes-international-cooperation-at-astana-anti-corruption-conference.html
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The 2016 – 2018 MACS 

class, with students from 

17 countries, was back on 

campus in October for its 

latest module. It was joined 

by two IACA alumni who 

attended this session as an 

Open Module. 

4th AND 5th MACS CLASSeS ON CAMpUS

MACSoncampus

In November IACA 

welcomed the fifth MACS 

class (2017 – 2019), 

with students from 18 

countries and jurisdictions, 

for the in-class part of its 

first module.

MACS 2016-2018 class and IACA Academic Programmes Director Prof. Elena Helmer (R)

http://iaca.int/component/dropfiles/?task=frontfile.download&id=204
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Newstaff

New IACA STAff
Ms. I. Kermeen (Sweden/UK) joined 

IACA in September as Advocacy 

and Communications Officer. Her 

communications background spans the 

private sector, NGOs, and the UN in 

Germany, Sri Lanka, Sweden, Sudan, and the 

United Kingdom. Prior to joining IACA, she 

worked as Reporting and Communications 

Officer at the United Nations Office for the 

Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA) in Sudan. Interns from across the globe have supported IACA 

since its establishment. They currently include citizens of 

Bulgaria, Italy, the Netherlands, and the United States 

of America.

Ms. M. Aït-Mohamed parent (Switzerland, 

and a graduate of the 2014 – 2016 MACS 

class), Mr. A. Minto (Italy), and Mr. r. 

Scaturro (Italy) recently started carrying out 

research at IACA under the organization’s 

research fellowship programme.

Research interests include corruption in aid 

and the humanitarian sector, corruption in 

relation to market and non-market failures, 

non-bribery forms of corruption in guidance 

material, and the link between anti-corruption 

whistle-blowers and human rights. 

The      

f e l l o w s h i p 

programme is 

open to highly 

qualified and 

motivated  researchers in the areas of anti-

corruption, compliance, and/or collective 

action. Applications are accepted on a rolling 

basis. 

See  www.iaca.int for further details.

reSeArCH feLLOwS

INTerNS

IACAvacancies

CUrreNT 
VACANCIeS
Interested in becoming part of our 

dynamic team? IACA currently has 

new job openings and invites 

qualified candidates to send their 

applications. You can find further 

details in the Vacancies/Tenders 

section of our website.

http://www.iaca.int/about-us/main-research-fellowship-programme.html
http://www.iaca.int
http://www.iaca.int/about-us/vacancies.html
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Season’sSeason’s Greetings!Greetings!

Wishing you happiness for the festive period and every success in 2018.
Season‘s Greetings from the IACA Staf f !

P i c tu re Cred i t s :  IAC A , UN Photo

Ed i to r i a l  dead l ine:  18 December 2017

w w w. i ac a . i n tMuenchendorfer Str. 2
2361 Laxenburg
AUSTRIA    

T: +43 2236 710 718 100
F: +43 2236 710 718 311
E: mail@iaca.int

IACA - Internat ional Ant i -Corrupt ion Academy

http://www.iaca.int
https://twitter.com/IACA_Academy

