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1.  Organizational Matters 

a) Opening of the session  

The Assembly of Parties of the International Anti-Corruption Academy (IACA) convened for its tenth 
session in a hybrid format, both online and in person at the Vienna International Centre, on 7 October 
2021. 

H.E. Mr. Helmut Tichy, Ambassador of Austria to IACA and President of the ninth session of the 
Assembly, welcomed participants both online and in person and gave the floor to Dean Thomas Stelzer. 

The Dean welcomed participants and updated the Assembly on the recent accomplishments of the 
Academy, with an emphasis on those achieved since the eighth session of the Assembly. The Dean 
referred to the challenges arising from the COVID-19 pandemic and to IACA’s response to quickly move 
its content to delivery to an online format. He also stressed that IACA had developed many new online 
courses. 

The Dean presented IACA’s new initiatives, including the Global Anti-Corruption Cities Network and 
IACA’s two new Dedicated Scholarship Programmes, which aim to empower women in LDCs through 
education and training, and to support students’ participation in the new joint Master’s Programme 
with UNITAR, the Master in Anti-Corruption and Diplomacy (MACD). 

H.E. Mr. Tichy subsequently gave the floor to Mr. Alexey Konov, Chairperson of the IACA´s Board of 
Governors (BoG). 

The Chairperson of the BoG presented the report on the progress of IACA’s activities, pursuant to 
Article VI number (2) letter (i) of the Agreement for the Establishment of IACA as an International 
Organization and recalled IACA’s achievements over the last year including the establishment of new 
academic courses and research activities. 

The Chairperson of the BoG acknowledged the Academy’s successful adaptation to the Covid-19 
pandemic, taking into account the current limited resources of IACA. He also underlined the 
achievements made under the Work Programme 2021-2024 during the first year of its 
implementation. 

The Chairperson of the BoG stressed that IACA was still under financial pressure and invited Parties to 
financially contribute to the Academy, in order to enable it to eventually become self-sufficient. 

 

b) Election of Officers 

The Assembly of Parties unanimously elected the following officers for this session: 

President: H.E. Mr. Ivo Sramek, Permanent Representative of the Czech Republic to IACA (Eastern 
European Group) 

Vice President: H.E. Mr. Robinson Njeru Githae, Permanent Representative of Kenya to IACA (African 
Group) 

Vice President: H.E. Mr. Muhammad Abdul Muhith, Permanent Representative of Bangladesh to IACA 
(Asia-Pacific Group) 
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Rapporteur: H.E. Ms. Catherine Koika, Permanent Representative of Greece to IACA (Western 
European and Others Group) 

Rapporteur: H.E. Ms. Julia Emma Villatoro Tario, Permanent Representative of El Salvador to IACA 
(Latin American and Caribbean Group) 

H.E. Mr. Tichy invited H.E. Mr. Ivo Sramek to take over the Presidency and wished the Assembly a 
fruitful debate. 

 

 

c) Adoption of the agenda and organization of work 

The President proposed an amendment to the preliminary Agenda which would move item 1.f. 
“General Discussion” to after Item 6 “Election of the Members of the Board of Governors”. The agenda 
was adopted with this amendment. 

The following Parties were represented at this session: Afghanistan, Argentina, Armenia, Austria, 
Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Brazil, Bulgaria, Cambodia, Chile, China, Croatia, Cyprus, the Czech Republic, 
Egypt, El Salvador, Finland, Georgia, Greece, Honduras, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Iraq, Jordan, 
Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Lebanon, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malaysia, the 
Maldives, Mexico, Mongolia, Myanmar, Nigeria, Pakistan, Panama, Paraguay, the Republic of Korea, 
the Republic of Moldova, Romania, the Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, 
Spain, the Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Turkey and the International Centre for Migration Policy 
Development (ICMPD). 

d) Participation of observers  

Five observers were accredited to the session: Angola, Bhutan, Dominican Republic, The League of 
Arab States and Sri Lanka. 

 

e) Adoption of the report of the Bureau on credentials 

The Dean informed that the Bureau of the Assembly concluded that 46 out of 80 Parties had provided 
credentials for the session and thus the quorum had been reached. By the conclusion of the session 
the number of Parties with credentials had risen to 55. 

The Russian Federation proposed the adoption of the draft resolutions as a package by consensus. 
There was no objection to this proposal. 

 

2. IACA’s Development: report by the relevant organs; review and discussion 

The Dean and the Chairman of the BoG delivered their speeches at the opening of the session, no 
further discussion under this agenda item took place. 

 

 



  

4 
 

3. Implementation of the Work Programme 2021-2024 

The Dean delivered his presentation on the implementation of the Work Programme 2021-2024. 

Under Strategic Goal 1: “Strengthen Relationships with Parties and Develop New Partnerships”, the 
Dean highlighted the work of the Open-Ended Intergovernmental Working Group on Financial Matters 
and other Administrative and Substantive Aspects of IACA in increasing the sense of ownership of the 
organization among the Parties. He also highlighted the cooperation with UNODC and UNITAR. 

Under Strategic Goal 2: “Develop IACA’s role as a centre for anti-corruption research”, the Dean Stelzer 
outlined IACA’s efforts over the past year to enhance the research activities of the Academy. The Dean 
and described IACA’s efforts to rebuild its research department and launch new research initiatives. 
He mentioned the establishment of IACA’s Global Research Network and its Repository of Research on 
Anti-Corruption, Compliance and Collective Action. 

Under Strategic Goal 3: “Consolidate IACA as a centre of excellence for anti-corruption education and 
training and provider of technical assistance”, the Dean described the expansion of the Academy’s 
educational offerings. These included the joint MACD course with UNITAR, a new range of 14 online 
instructor led courses, and the new Post-Graduate Diploma in Anti-Corruption Enforcement aimed at 
in-career professionals. 

 

4. Current and emerging trends and challenges in prevention of and combating corruption 

The Dean delivered a presentation on the emerging trends and challenges in the prevention of and 
combating corruption. The trends and challenges outlined in the presentation included the lack of 
sufficient resources to effectively implement the United Nations Convention against Corruption and 
the the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) recommendations in some countries, such as the challenges 
posed by the Covid-19 pandemic, the risks associated with rapid digitalization, and corruption in the 
humanitarian aid sector. 

The Dean also pointed out the growing importance of several trends in combating corruption including 
the increasing attention that anti-corruption is receiving  on the international agenda, the increased 
efforts of States to protect budget funds and State-owned companies from corruption; the 
development of legal frameworks for the regulation of virtual assets and strengthening the existing 
ones; the improvement of international cooperation on asset recovery, the growing role of women in 
anti-corruption matters; and finally the growing importance of anti-corruption education and research. 

 

5. Budget 2022. Fundraising Activities and Financial Stability of IACA 

The Dean introduced the IACA Budget for the year 2022. He stated that the budget was prepared in 
accordance with the Work Programme 2021-2024, which the Assembly of Parties approved in its 9th 
session in November 2020, and on the basis of the Financial Regulations adopted by the Board of 
Governors in the 8thsession of the Assembly of Parties in October 2019. He informed that the overall 
amount of the proposed budget is 4.999.500 EUR, an increase compared to this year’s budget. He 
informed that by further diversifying its income and launching various new activities, IACA will be able 
to cover 57% of the budget appropriations using service revenues generated through the provision of 
trainings and other services. The Dean stressed that this budget would have to be implemented with 
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a great deal of flexibility and resilience due to the uncertainty regarding voluntary financial 
contributions.  

Before moving to item 6 the President called for a 10 minute break to prepare the resolutions. 

 

6. Election of members of the Board of Governors 

In line with the proposal made by the Russian Federation, the President proposed to adopt all five 
resolutions as a package which were the following: the Resolution on the IACA Budget 2022, the 
Resolution on General Matters, the Resolution on Reinforcing the Independent External Audit and 
Enhancing Financial Transparency of the International Anti-Corruption Academy, the Resolution on the 
Convening and Agenda of the Eleventh Session of the Assembly of Parties, and the Resolution on the 
Elections of members of the Board of Governors. 

The representative of Armenia requested clarifications regarding voting on the Resolution on the 
Elections of members of the Board of Governors. The representative stated that the Armenian 
delegation was not able to join consensus on the resolution as it was presented. 

The Dean explained that according to the Rules of Procedure in the absence of agreement on a slate 
of candidates, secret ballot would be necessaryy. However, secret voting would not be possible in a 
hybrid format. He appealed for consensus on all resolutions and highlighted the importance of the 
elections of the Board of Governors to the functioning of IACA. He also informed that if voting would 
be the method to adopt the draft resolution, the Assembly of Parties would have to be suspended and 
resumed on a later date in physical presence only format. 

The President asked if the Assembly of Parties could adopt by consensus the other four resolutions 
included in the agenda. The Assembly of Parties unanimously adopted the Resolution on the IACA 
Budget 2022(Doc #: AOP10-Res-2), the Resolution on General Matters (Doc #: AOP10-Res-1), the 
Resolution on Reinforcing the Independent External Audit and Enhancing Financial Transparency of the 
International Anti-Corruption Academy (Doc #: AOP10-Res-3), and the Resolution on the Convening and 
Agenda of the Eleventh Session of the Assembly of Parties (Doc #: AOP10-Res-4). 

Subsequently, the President informed the Assembly of Parties that after the discussion of all agenda 
items, the session would be suspended and resumed at a later date, in order to arrange informal 
consultations on the pending draft resolution. 

 

1.f. General Discussion 

Twenty-six delegations took the floor to deliver statements under the General Discussion. 

All delegations taking the floor congratulated the President and the Bureau on their election. 

The Austrian representative highlighted the importance of the fight against corruption and 
commended IACA on its work including during the pandemic. He noted, with pleasure, the stabilizing 
finances of the Academy and stated that this was partly due to Austria’s multi-annual contribution. He 
hoped others would follow this example. He also noted, with appreciation, the cautious financial 
approach IACA is taking. He urged the Academy to intensify fundraising efforts. He also encouraged 
greater cooperation with regional organisations and was pleased to hear that IACA is now on the OECD 
Annex II list of ODA-eligible international organisations. 
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The representative of Nigeria recalled his country’s support for IACA. He called on Parties to have as a 
top priority the issue of the funding of the organization. He also called for greater cooperation with 
regional organisations. 

The representative of Kenya particularly mentioned the benefits of anti-corruption education and 
reported on Kenyan participation in the IACA activities. He also reported on national anti-corruption 
efforts. 

The representative of Malaysia underscored, among others, the importance of education in combating 
corruption. He highlighted that Malaysia is one of the top donors to IACA. He also offered to share 
expertise in the field of anticorruption with IACA and other organizations. 

The representative of the Russian Federation highlighted the growth of IACA over its first 10 years. He 
confirmed Russia’s continued financial support to IACA and the Russian sponsorship of the online 
courses. He stated his country’s willingness to help IACA to build an e-learning catalogue. He 
underlined that IACA should provide cutting edge analytical material for fighting corruption. He 
encouraged closer cooperation with research institutions. He explained the purpose of the Resolution 
on Reinforcing the Independent External Audit and Enhancing Financial Transparency of the 
International Anti-Corruption Academy and commended the Dean on increasing stability of the 
Academy. 

The representative of China mentioned the important role of IACA in complementing the work of the 
UN on SDG16 and UNCAC implementation. He stated that IACA should work on developing tailor-made 
training country programmes. He also highlighted China’s three-year financial commitment to IACA 
and asked others to also contribute. 

The representative of Romania reiterated Romania’s support for IACA and its strong involvement with 
the Academy. He also underlined the qualifications and achievements of the Romanian candidate for 
the Board of Governors. 

The representative of Pakistan expressed the need to enhance international cooperation on anti-
corruption and asset recovery matters. He highlighted Pakistan’s contribution to IACA this year and 
called on others to do the same. He also encouraged IACA to provide scholarships to students from 
developing countries.  

The representative of Chile particularly mentioned her country’s national efforts against corruption, 
she also acknowledged Chile’s candidate for the Board of Governors and called for greater 
representation of women in the Board of Governors, in the future. Additionally, she welcomed 
UNIDO’s new programme to support female participation in IACA’s master’s programmes.  

The representative of Armenia acknowledged the importance of IACA’s work. She also highlighted the 
importance to develop regional programmes by IACA  
 
The representative of Greece expressed the support of the country to the values of IACA and 
highlighted national anti-corruption efforts. 
 
The representative of the Republic of Korea shared information on national anti-corruption efforts and 
expressed support to IACA. 
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The representative of Qatar described national anti-corruption efforts. She expressed the commitment 
of her country to the UNGASS political declaration, and commended IACA for its strong response to 
the Covid-19 pandemic. 

The representative of Thailand congratulated IACA on its tenth anniversary. She also highlighted the 
long relationship between IACA and Thailand. She commended the launch of the MACD and 
highlighted Thailand’s recent financial contribution to the Academy. She also expressed hope that the 
Vienna sprit could be upheld throughout these deliberations. 

The representative of Azerbaijan stressed the importance of IACA and called on Parties to promote the 
Academy and its achievements. He also highlighted the high number of IACA alumni working in 
Azerbaijan’s administration. 

The representative of Myanmar acknowledged the role of IACA in the implementation of UNCAC and 
highlighted national anti-corruption efforts. 

The representative of Turkey particularly noted, with pleasure, the growth of the organization and its 
expanded offerings. He also expressed satisfaction with the fact that a Turkish national was elected by 
the Board of Governors to the post of external auditor. 

The representative of Mexico congratulated IACA on its tenth anniversary. He also commended the 
Academy for its work on the Agenda 2030 and on the implementation of UNCAC. He highlighted the 
role of IACA in the political declaration at the United Nations Special session of the General Assembly 
against corruption and the Financial Accountability, Transparency, and Integrity report. Furthermore, 
he announced the organization by his country of an international forum to exchange best practices on 
tackling corruption and fostering ethics. In this regard, the Ministry in charge of this task will reach out 
to IACA on possible collaboration. 

The representative of Afghanistan particularly thanked the Dean for his support of Afghan women and 
IACA’s support to her country. She also addressed the current situation in the country and urged all 
Parties to push for the education of all Afghans, especially women. 

The representative of Brazil highlighted national efforts against corruption and recommended that 
IACA would benefit from exploring shortcomings in knowledge and practice in the field of civil and 
administrative cooperation as an alternative means for asset recovery. 

The representative of Kuwait expressed support to IACA along with a call to the Academy to focus on 
matters related to combating corruption in times of crisis. 

The representative of Lebanon called for closer cooperation with the United Nations Office on Drugs 
and Crime (UNODC). He also stressed the need for adequate financial support with special attention 
to gender parity in IACA programmes and activities. 

The representative of Bangladesh described national efforts in combating corruption. He also 
expressed appreciation for the high level of Least Developed Countries (LDC) participation in IACA 
programmes and for the new programme to further support their participation through scholarships. 
He also announced that his country is considering making regular annual contributions. He suggested 
certain areas of work where IACA should focus its efforts, including a review of best practices, the 
identification of gaps in anti-corruption frameworks, and engagement in the negotiations of the 
drafting of the cybercrime convention at the United Nations. He also reiterated Bangladesh’s offer to 
host any future session of the Assembly. 
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The representative of Egypt highlighted the good relations and cooperation between IACA and Egypt. 
He also reminded the Assembly that Egypt will host the Conference of the States Parties to the United 
Nations Convention against Corruption in December 2021. 

The representative of Cambodia expressed full support to IACA and presented national efforts in the 
fight against corruption. 

The representative of Saudi Arabia mentioned his country’s recent donation to IACA. He also 
highlighted the Saudi Arabia’s sponsorship of students to IACA master’s programmes. He highlighted 
the new Global Operational Network of Anti-Corruption Law Enforcement Authorities (GlobE Network) 
and the potential role IACA could play in the network. 

 

7. Other Matters 

No delegation took the floor under this item. 

The president suspended the session and announced that it would reconvene only for a meeting in-
person on 27 October 2021. 

 

Resumed Session of the Assembly of the Parties on 27 October, 14:30 

Vienna International Centre 

 

The President informed the Assembly that the session was resumed to facilitate the election of the 
Board of Governors. On this matter the representative of Armenia delivered a statement which is 
contained in Annex 1 of this report. 

The Resolution on the Elections of members of the Board of Governors (Doc #: AOP10-Res-5) was 
adopted by consensus. 

The President closed the session. 
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Annex 1 

 

Statement of the delegation of the Republic of Armenia  

at resumed 10th Session of Assembly of Parties 

 

 

Thank you, Mr. President 

I would like to start by thanking you, Mr. President, for all your efforts aimed to finding a solution 
to this issue and express Armenian delegation’s great appreciation in this regard. 

 

Mr. President, 

Armenia attaches high importance to the International Anti-Corruption Academy and its 
mandate, as well as to IACA’s contribution to the training and education of professional dealing 
with corruption and related challenges and means and ways to address them.  

At the same time, at the heart of our engagement with the IACA, as with all other international 
organizations, lies the firm believe in the indispensable value of transparency and openness in 
dealing with issues at hand with full and equal participation of all states in the decision-making 
process.  

Within the IACA it is an established practice that the states wishing to propose a candidate for 
the Board consult with their respective groups before submitting the candidatures to the 
Executive Secretary. However, the Eastern European Group, and therefore, Armenia, were 
informed of only one candidature from the Group, which was duly communicated to the 
Executive Secretary.  

The EEG was not aware of any other candidature from the Group and thus was deprived of 
opportunity to discuss the issue with view of reaching a consensual decision. We have since 
learned that, unlike the EEG, other regional groups have had ample opportunity to hold 
consultations on nominations within their respective groups. 

Furthermore, the draft resolution on election of members of the Board, was distributed at the 
last minute, without giving delegations sufficient time to consider it and consult with their 
respective capitals.  

Such behind-the-curtain non-transparent dealings and arrangements, done without prior 
notification of all delegations and bypassing the regional group could not have been accepted by 
the Armenian delegation. Especially when it comes to the election of members of the Board of 
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Governors – the body which is entrusted with vast authority under the Agreement on 
establishment of IACA.  

Mr. President,  

Armenia has always been a strong advocate of upholding the Vienna Spirit as a unique feature of 
Vienna-based international organizations. We are always ready to engage constructively in 
efforts aimed at finding solutions and consensual decisions. We also strongly believe that 
collegiality and mutual respect is the foundation of successful multilateralism, which should be 
nourished and maintained through our joint efforts.  

We consider non-transparent deals done through sidelining of the regional group and 
delegations in the name of consensus to be unacceptably harmful for the Vienna Spirit and 
undermining the very notions of collegiality and mutual respect. 

By saying that, the Armenian delegation, out of respect towards those countries and 
nominations, which have fully respected the principles of transparency and collegiality, decided, 
however, not to break the emerging consensus over the draft resolution on election of members 
of the Board, as a sign of good will and Armenia’s commitment to upholding the Vienna Spirit. 

Mr. President, 

We would like to kindly ask you to duly reflect this statement in the report of the session.  

Thank you.    

 

 

 

 

  


