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1. Organizational Matters

a) Opening of the session

The Assembly of Parties (AoP) of the International Anti-Corruption Academy (IACA) convened
for its twelfth session on 9 November 2023, from 10:00 to 17:15 (Vienna local time), in person,
at the Vienna International Centre (VIC), Board Room D, of the C Building. A courtesy live
broadcast was also provided.

H.E. Mr. Albert G. Dole, Deputy Permanent Representative of the Permanent Mission of Cote
d’lvoire in Vienna, welcomed all AoP participants on behalf of the President of the eleventh
session of the Assembly, H.E. Mr. Epiphane Ballo Zoro, the President of the High Authority
for Good Governance of Cote d ‘lvoire, who was not able to attend the 12" session of the AoP.
H.E. Mr. Albert G. Dole welcomed all participants to the AoP and thanked the outgoing Bureau
members for their contribution and commitment. Furthermore, underlining the importance of
enhancing interaction between the IACA Secretariat, and its Parties and organs, he gave the
floor to IACA’s Officers-In-Charge.

Mr. Jaroslaw Pietrusiewicz and Ms. Petra Susac, the Officers-In-Charge of IACA, welcomed
participants and highlighted the importance of enhancing the effectiveness and efficiency of
the cooperation between IACA and the Parties. Mr. Pietrusiewicz focused on the challenges
and trends in preventing and combatting corruption and explained how IACA was seeking to
reflect the needs of the Parties in its academic programmes, capacity-building activities, and
research. He also reflected on the dire financial situation of the organization and urged IACA's
constituency to identify ways to ensure its financial stability.

H.E. Mr. Ekpo Nta, Chairperson of IACAs Board of Governors, extended a warm welcome to all
the participants and reminded the Assembly of the pressing financial challenges that the
Academy continues to face, notably due to the lack of regular annual voluntary contributions.
He expressed his sincerest gratitude to those Member States that had contributed to IACA’s
general budget since the last session of the Assembly (Armenia, Austria, Azerbaijan, China,
Chile, Céte d’lvoire, Cyprus, Hungary, Kazakhstan, Republic of Korea, Malaysia, Mongolia,
Slovakia, Philippines, and Thailand). He also thanked the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia for
supporting IACA with seconded staff.

The Chairperson then pointed out that on 18 October 2023, the Council of Ministers of Austria
decided to forward the draft of an “IACA Support Act” to the Austrian Parliament. He explained
that, if approved by Parliament, the Republic of Austria would commit itself to providing IACA
with a regular annual contribution of up to EUR 800,000. The Chairperson expressed his hope
that other States would follow the example set by Austria.

The Chairperson then went on to underline that, despite the challenging situation, IACA had
been able to deliver a wide range of activities since the last session of the Assembly.

He reported that four master’s programmes had been implemented as planned. In addition,
the first cohort of students had graduated from IACA’s Anti-Corruption Collective Action
(ACCA) Programme, which had been launched last year with the support of the Siemens
Integrity Initiative to train professionals and provide practical support in the implementation
of their anti-corruption collective action projects. The Chairperson explained that the
programmes had been delivered online, in-person and in hybrid formats, which allowed for an
inclusive and geographically diverse participation from around the globe.

The Chairperson informed the Assembly that since the last session of the Assembly, IACA had
trained about 470 anti-corruption and compliance professionals from various regions of the
world, increasing IACA’s alumni network to over 5,000 anti-corruption and compliance
professionals in over 170 countries and jurisdictions.
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Regarding IACA’s research & analytics pillar, the Chairperson reported that IACA had been
implementing the technical assistance project in support of the Romanian authorities, funded
by the Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation (NORAD). He further underlined that
the results of IACA’s research activities had been presented in two book chapters published
by leading international publishers (Routledge and Peter Lang), and in a research paper
published on IACA’s website.

The Chairperson highlighted that IACA’s Global Programme on Measuring Corruption (GPMC)
had published eight Insights Briefs on key activities, such as the Expert Workshops on
Measuring Integrity or Measuring lllicit Financial Flows, and briefs on country consultations
with Italy, Brazil, Indonesia, and South Africa. Furthermore, IACA co-organized with UNODC,
OECD and UNDP the Global Conference on “Harnessing Data to Improve the Measurement of
Corruption”, which resulted in the formulation of “The Vienna Principles towards a Global
Framework for Measuring Corruption”. The Chairperson explained that phase one of the GPMC
would conclude with the publication of a report, summarizing the key findings. Under the
second phase of the GPMC, the IACA Secretariat will organize discussions with the involvement
of the Parties to establish IACA’s Open-ended Intergovernmental Advisory Working Group on
Measuring Corruption (following AOP Resolution AOP 11-Res-3). These discussions are
expected to progress in early 2024.

The Chairperson informed the Assembly that, while the 2022 audit of IACA’s accounts had
been conducted in April 2023 in a hybrid format, consultations regarding the audit were still
ongoing. He reported that on the day prior to the 12" session, the Board had requested the
Secretariat to engage closely with the External Auditors, in order to ensure that the report
could be finalized as soon as possible, so that it could be submitted to the Board for approval
before being shared with the parties.

In addition, the Chairperson briefed the Assembly on the recent developments related to the
suspension of the Dean of the Academy. On 22 June 2023, IACA was informed that anonymous
criminal allegations had been brought against the Dean, and that the Austrian authorities
intended to commence criminal investigations into the aforementioned allegations. On 28 June
2023, upon suggestion by the Dean, the Board lifted his immunity, in order to allow the
Austrian authorities to commence the investigations. On July 25, 2023, the Board unanimously
decided to suspend the Dean as a provisional administrative rather than a disciplinary measure
to ensure that the investigations against him could be conducted in a transparent manner,
without any perceived conflict of interest.

On 2 August 2023, the Board further decided to launch internal investigations into the
management of IACA by the suspended Dean, particularly in the areas of financial and human
resources management. The internal investigations will be monitored by a committee within
the Board composed of two board members and could involve external investigation experts.
Mr. Nta stressed that all the actions of the Board related to this case were based on the
principle of presumption of innocence, underlining that the Board did not pass any judgment
on whether the alleged actions had been committed or not.

On 2 August 2023, the Board adopted by consensus a decision on the day-to-day management
of the Academy during the period of suspension of the Dean. The Board created a two-person
management committee within the Secretariat, composed of the Chief of Staff and the Head
of General Management. This Committee was tasked with the oversight of the day-to-day
management of the Academy, with the exception of some strategic issues that required prior
approval by the Board, such as the signature of large value contracts, the relocation of IACA’s
headquarters, or the reduction of salaries/ benefits for all staff to ensure IACA’s liquidity.

b) Election of Officers

The Assembly of Parties unanimously elected the following officers for this session:
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President: H.E. Ms. Elena Maria FREJE MURILLO, Permanent Representative of Honduras
(GRULAQ)

Vice-President: H.E. Ms. Ketevan TSIKHELASHVILI, Permanent Representative of Georgia to IACA
(Eastern European Group)

Vice-President: H.E. Mr. Ikram bin MOHD IBRAHIM, Permanent Representative of Malaysia to
IACA (Asia-Pacific Group)

Rapporteur: Ms. Anne BLAU, Counsellor of the Permanent Mission of Luxembourg to IACA
(Western European and Others Group)

Rapporteur: Ms. Amina Muktar ALI, Second Secretary of the Permanent Mission of the Republic
of Kenya to IACA (Africa Group)

Congratulating the elected officers, H.E. Albert G. Dole invited H.E. Ms. Murillo to take over the
Presidency and wished the Assembly a fruitful debate.

c) Adoption of the agenda and organization of work

The preliminary Agenda was adopted unanimously.

The following 60 Parties were represented at this session: Afghanistan, Argentina, Armenia,
Australia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Brazil, Burkina Faso, Cambodia, Chile,
China, Cote d’lvoire, Croatia, Cyprus, Czechia, Egypt, El Salvador, Georgia, Greece, Honduras,
Hungary, India, Indonesia, Iraq, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Lebanon,
Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malaysia, Mexico, Mongolia, Montenegro, Myanmar,
Nigeria, Pakistan, Panama, Paraguay, the Philippines, Qatar, the Republic of Korea, the Republic
of Moldova, Romania, the Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain,
Sudan, the Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Turkiye, and EPLO.

d) Participation of observers

Four observers were accredited to the session: Angola, Libya, Yemen, and Turkmenistan.

e) Adoption of the report of the Bureau on credentials

The Officer-in-Charge, Mr. Pietrusiewicz notified the Assembly that the Bureau of the Assembly
concluded that 60 out of 80 Parties had provided credentials for the session and thus, the
quorum had been reached. The report of the Bureau was adopted by consensus.

f) General Discussion

The following delegations took the floor to deliver statements during the General Discussion:
Republic of Korea, Saudi Arabia, Kazakhstan, Austria, Slovakia, Thailand, Pakistan, Mexico,
Mongolia, Tirkiye, Nigeria, Myanmar, Cote d'lvoire, Brazil, Bangladesh, Malaysia, Azerbaijan,
Jordan, Chile, India, China, the Russian Federation, Egypt, Turkmenistan, Kenya, Sudan,
Armenia, and Georgia.

The Republic of Korea referred to its efforts in preventing and combating corruption over the
past year, including the establishment of the “Integrated Reporting Centre for Employment
Irregularities”, aimed at protecting youth from unfair employment practices in the public
sector, and presented a range of comprehensive and systematic measures aimed at ensuring
that fair standards are implemented when hiring non-public servants. In addition, the Republic
of Korea announced the launch of an “Integrity and Ethics Compliance Programme Guideline
for private companies” by the end of 2023. Building upon the efforts made over the past years,
the Republic of Korea continued to improve its CPI ranking, ranking thirty-first in 2022.
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The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia highlighted the country's commitment towards implementing
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and underlined its determination to maintain the
highest standards of transparency, anti-corruption, and governance. Recognizing the
transnational nature of corruption, Saudi Arabia launched several initiatives to foster
international and regional cooperation, including the Riyadh Initiative for establishing the
GlobE Network, a global network of anti-corruption law enforcement authorities. Moreover, the
representative of Saudi Arabia highlighted the Oversight and Anti-Corruption Authority
(Nazaha) efforts to launch a global initiative for measuring corruption. He commended the
Academy for the success of the Global Conference on Harnessing Data to Improve Corruption
Measurement and highlighted the importance of one of its key outcomes, the elaboration of
the Vienna Principles Towards a Global Framework for the Measurement of Corruption.

Kazakhstan provided an overview of the country's anti-corruption agenda, including the Anti-
Corruption Law adopted in 2015, and presented efforts to advance the legal and institutional
framework. Kazakhstan referred to the establishment of the National Anti-Corruption Agency
in 2019 as an independent agency and underlined the country's efforts aimed at combatting
the monopolization of power. Kazakhstan reaffirmed its support to IACA and its readiness for
the continued cooperation with the Academy.

Austria noted that the role of IACA in providing anti-corruption training and education
remained pertinent in the current troubling times, particularly as an important contribution to
achieving Sustainable Development Goal 16.5. Austria highlighted its interest in IACA’s Global
Programme on Measuring Corruption and its new master’s and training programmes but
stressed that in order to develop the full potential of the organization, IACA’s financial
situation needed to become sustainable. The representative of Austria observed that, while his
country had donated more than € 10 million to IACA, more than half of the now 76 States
Parties had so far not made a single financial contribution to the Academy. He urged these
States Parties to make their first donation to the organization. He also highlighted that Austria
was in the process of adopting a new law on annual contributions to IACA and encouraged all
State Parties to make moderate multi-annual contributions on a voluntary basis. Austria also
urged IACA to follow a cautious financial policy, allowing the Academy to intensify its
fundraising activities, and to tap into new resources.

Slovakia underlined the important dual role of IACA as an international organization and an
institution of higher education, contributing to the fight against corruption. The representative
of Slovakia also referred to the strong and successful cooperation between the government of
his country and IACA in tailored-made trainings and academic programmes. Slovakia
mentioned its contribution to the budget of IACA and referred to the opportunity for increased
cooperation with the Academy in areas such as creating registries of beneficial owners or
supporting investigative journalism.

Thailand underlined its efforts aimed at addressing corruption and encouraged IACA to
enhance its role as a Global Center of Excellence for anti-corruption research, education, and
training. Thailand welcomed the organization of the Global Conference on Harnessing Data to
improve Corruption Measurement, which offered an excellent opportunity to share experience
and good practices in measuring corruption and its impact. The representative of Thailand
also highlighted the decision of the National Anti-Corruption Commission to provide another
voluntary contribution to IACA and confirmed the country's readiness to work closely with IACA
through the sharing of knowledge and expertise in different areas of corruption.

Pakistan stressed that IACA can play a significant role in support of the implementation of the
United Nations Convention against Corruption (UNCAC). While IACA had the potential to
become a truly universal anti-corruption institution Pakistan observed that IACA needed to
overcome some challenges to achieve its full potential, such as enhancing the appeal of IACA’s
outreach and training programmes, restoring IACA’s reputation following the allegations
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against the suspended Dean, enhancing transparency and accountability to States Parties, and
ensuring the long-term financial sustainability.

Mexico pointed out that it was a founding member of the Academy and stressed that the fight
against corruption was a tenet of the Mexican Development Plan. Mexico conveyed its
conviction that education and capacity-building were key in the fight against corruption and
underlined that the Academy could and should play a pivotal role in efforts to strengthen
global dialogue on the challenges that corruption poses to society. Mexico also commended
IACA for providing anti-corruption training and education programmes of the highest
academic standards, despite the challenging circumstances.

Mongolia described IACA as one of the most important organizations in the field of anti-
corruption and noted its contributions to the Academy's budget over the years. Mongolia's
representative also encouraged all Parties to actively participate in various educational
activities of the Academy and to utilize its expertise, which would also provide a significant
contribution to the Academy's financial resources. Mongolia expressed interest in IACA’s
training programmes and seminars on topics such as corruption prevention, and modern
investigative methods for emerging types of corruption, including fintech and cryptocurrency.

Tiirkiye underlined that IACA’s resources and capacity should be fully used by the
Constituency to facilitate the achievement of Sustainable Development Goal 16.5, but that
IACA had to overcome many challenges to reach its full potential. The representative of Tiirkiye
presented his country’s national strategy for combating corruption, including in relation to the
engagement within UNCAC and GRECO. He also underlined Tirkiye’s commitment to
combatting corruption and its cooperation with IACA.

Nigeria expressed its support to IACA and recommended the establishment of partnerships
with regional anti-corruption agencies, academies, and professional institutions, that would
benefit the Academy financially. The representative of Nigeria also stressed that his country
continued to strive for progress in its efforts to prevent and combat corruption by prioritizing
evidence-based policies to tackle corruption and address vulnerabilities to corruption. Nigeria
further called for robust international cooperation and technical assistance in the continued
fight against corruption.

Myanmar recognised IACA’s contribution to UNCAC through its academic and training
programmes and other activities related to anti-corruption and encouraged the Academy and
its donors to promote scholarships for training and capacity-building programmes for
nationals from least-developed countries. The representative of Myanmar also informed the
Assembly about his country’s anti-corruption activities, and reaffirmed Myanmar’s
commitment to combating corruption and to strengthening its cooperation with IACA.

Cote d’lvoire stressed that it had made the fight against corruption a genuine political priority
and provided an overview of the country’s measures and initiatives at the national level. In
terms of international cooperation, the representative highlighted the increased cooperation
with IACA, which had led to the signature of the Memorandum of Understanding in November
2022. Cote d'lvoire also expressed concerns about the financial and institutional situation of
IACA and urged Parties to continue supporting the Academy through voluntary contributions.

Brazil expressed satisfaction with the outcome of its cooperation with IACA’s Global
Programme on Measuring Corruption and referred to the “Country Insights Brief Brazil”, which
summarised I[ACA’s findings through interaction with stakeholders in Brazil. The
representative of Brazil explained that the document listed the needs and demands from the
public and private sectors aimed at preventing and combatting corruption and focused on the
use of artificial intelligence to analyse corruption risks. Brazil further highlighted the key role
of the private sector in combating corruption and underlined IACA’s long-standing tradition of
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bringing together the views of the private sector, academic institutions, and other
stakeholders.

Bangladesh stressed that it had adopted a three-pronged holistic approach to fight and pre-
empt corruption, namely by strengthening the national legal architecture and joining global
and regional initiatives, by establishing an efficient and effective institutional infrastructure,
and by working constantly to create social awareness against corruption. Bangladesh also
stressed the need to support IACA financially and called upon the Assembly and the Board of
Governors to identify realistic and sustainable funding mechanisms combining income from
the academic programmes and from the Member States' contributions.

Malaysia highlighted the vital role played by IACA in the global fight against corruption and
stressed that it was imperative for the Academy to continue to serve as a hub for anticorruption
education, research, and training. Malaysia also highlighted its unwavering commitment to
IACA, exemplified by providing a total of € 1.35m of financial support since its inception, and
urged other states, in the spirit of collective responsibility, to contribute financially to the
Academy. Malaysia also presented its national anti-corruption activities, spoke about its
involvement in regional initiatives and endorsed the “Vienna Principles Towards a Global
Framework for the Measurement of Corruption”.

Azerbaijan presented its national anti-corruption activities, such as the execution of the
recommendations in the National Action Plan for 2022-2026, the development of a national
system for assessing and managing corruption risks, the incorporation of anti-bribery
management systems into the state register base, a new code of ethics for the prosecution
service, and various corruption awareness campaigns. Azerbaijan also underlined the
importance of IACA’s mission to deliver and facilitate anti-corruption education for
professionals and practitioners from all sectors.

Jordan stated that, following the ratification of the UNCAC Convention in 2006, the country
had implemented concrete actions against corruption and had also launched the National
Integrity Index, an initiative aimed at motivating government institutions to take action against
corruption and preventing corrupt practices by adhering to national integrity standards.
Jordan’s Integrity and Anticorruption Commission had conducted regular reviews of national
legislation to align it with global best practices. Finally, Jordan expressed its readiness to
continue working closely with IACA.

Chile confirmed its commitment to the fight against corruption and informed the Assembly
about the launch of its first National Strategy on Public Integrity, which would propose a plan
of action to implement concrete measures in the field. The representative also informed of the
adoption of two key laws in the field of anti- corruption and whistle-blower protection and
indicated that Chile would organize two side events in the margins of the COSP 2023. Finally,
Chile confirmed its commitment to IACA and its contributions to IACA's budget, and called for
a transparent, efficient selection process for the position of the Dean of the Academy.

India expressed its continued support to IACA and readiness to participate in various IACA
initiatives and training programmes. India also referred to its readiness to engage in activities
to formulate new IACA programmes and noted that the recent allegations should not affect
the credibility and reputation of IACA.

China confirmed its commitment to combatting corruption and assured IACA of its continued
support. China also referred to the Thematic Forum on Clean Silk Road of the Third Belt and
Road Forum and underlined its willingness to work with other countries to build political
consensus, broaden cooperation, and maintain the principle of zero tolerance against
corruption. The representative of China also suggested to strengthen the international anti-
corruption cooperation.
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The Russian Federation underlined the importance of anti-corruption education and informed
the Assembly about the integration of anti-corruption education into the curricula of all major
Russian universities and the professional training of its public officials with anti-corruption
functions. Russia underlined that close cooperation with other countries was necessary to
ensure constant progress and referred to its successful anti-corruption partnership within
BRICS as well as with UNODC. Russia stressed the importance of its membership in IACA and
explained that it had decided to suspend its annual voluntary contribution last year due to a
lack of progress in the implementation of the necessary financial and structural reforms of the
organization. Russia referred to the recent reputational damage to IACA and the need for a
reform of the Academy through ensuring a greater financial transparency, introducing
measures to attract donors, adopting a business strategy, increasing its academic staff,
recruiting a powerful leader, making its programmes more affordable and accessible to the
target audiences, especially in developing countries, and implementing joint projects with
other organisations, particularly UNODC or UNDP.

Egypt commended IACA for its efforts in supporting Member States in the implementation of
the UNCAC and in enhancing international cooperation and collective action against
corruption. Egypt highlighted its cooperation with IACA, such as hosting the Sixth Assembly
of Parties of IACA in 2017 in Sharm El Sheikh and IACA's training courses for Egypt's officials.
Egypt also praised IACA's role in supporting global efforts to combat corruption and
underlined the need for international support of the Academy's activities.

Turkmenistan presented an overview of measures that have been taken to prevent and
eliminate corruption and to ensure the implementation of the UNCAC, including the adoption
of a law on combating corruption and of a national anti-corruption program. Turkmenistan
also informed the Assembly that on 8 November 2023 it had deposited its instrument of
accession to the IACA Agreement and was looking forward to a fruitful cooperation with the
Academy.

Kenya underlined the importance of training and capacity-building initiatives and institutions
in preventing and fighting corruption. Kenya also stressed that corruption was a cross-border
phenomenon and stressed the Academy is a framework to promote international cooperation
and the sharing of best practices in the areas of anti-corruption training and capacity-building.
Kenya referred to its partnership with IACA to organize t 2023 Regional Summer Academy in
Nairobi and encouraged the relevant countries to participate in this event.

Sudan expressed gratitude for the support it had received from IACA in building national
capacities in the field of anti-corruption and stated that it was seeking to enhance its
cooperation with IACA in the future. Sudan called on IACA and its Member States to pay special
attention to post-conflict environments, particularly the challenges in the fight against
corruption related to diminished national capacities. Sudan advocated activities to increase
awareness about the crucial role of IACA in fighting corruption and called for the provision of
financial contributions to the Academy.

Armenia informed the Assembly about its comprehensive institutional framework for
preventing, investigating, prosecuting, and trying corruption, consisting of the Corruption
Prevention Commission, the Anti-Corruption Committee, and the Anti-Corruption Court. In
October, Armenia adopted a new Anti-Corruption strategy for 2023-2026, focusing on
improving corruption prevention mechanisms, anti-corruption education, public awareness,
monitoring and evaluation systems, business integrity, and the protection of entrepreneurial
rights. The new strategy identified anti-corruption education and awareness-raising as priority
areas, with plans to introduce continuous anti-corruption education throughout the
educational cycle, from preschool to university level. Armenia pointed out that the adoption
of this strategy demonstrated the government’s commitment to preventing and combating
corruption and making the achievements in this sphere irreversible.
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Georgia informed the Assembly about its successful efforts in combating corruption, as
evidenced by improved rankings in the Global Competitiveness Report of the World Economic
Forum and in the Global Corruption Index 2023. Georgia had fulfilled or partially implemented
14 out of 16 recommendations specified in the Fourth Round Evaluation Report by GRECO,
thanks to strong law enforcement, administrative simplifications, and recent legislative and
institutional reforms. Furthermore, the recently established Anti-Corruption Bureau of Georgia
is a single body responsible for developing anti-corruption policy, monitoring its
implementation, and several other anti-corruption functions. Its creation aligned with the
requirements of Article VI of the UN Convention Against Corruption and was part of Georgia’s
EU integration agenda. The Bureau would serve as the coordinating body for international
organizations and in that capacity, it would explore opportunities for cooperation with IACA.

2. |IACA’s Development: report by the relevant organs; review and discussion

Since the Chairperson of the Board of Governor Governors had already delivered its report
during the opening session, the President decided to move on to the next agenda item and to
give the floor to the two Officers-in-Charge of the Academy, Mr. Jaroslaw Pietrusiewicz and Ms.
Petra Susac, to brief the Assembly on the implementation of the Work Programme 2021-2024,
which had been adopted by the Assembly in its 9th session.

3. Implementation of the Work Programme 2021-2024

Mr. Pietrusiewicz first recalled that the main purpose of the Work Programme was to enhance
the effectiveness and efficiency of the support provided by IACA to States Parties through
various anti-corruption education, training, capacity-building projects, and research, while also
enhancing the financial stability of the Academy. He added that the work programme
established three Strategic Goals - engagement, ownership, and partnership; research; and
education and technical assistance - and that he would report the progress made by the
Academy towards each goal.

In relation to the first strategic goal - strengthening relationships with parties and developing
new partnerships - Mr. Pietrusiewicz highlighted that the Academy had continued
strengthening its relationships with existing and new partners.

Concerning the existing partners, Mr. Pietrusiewicz reported that the Academy continued to
strengthen its partnerships with UNODC and UNITAR through the successful conclusion of
various joint projects, such as the IACA-UNODC Winter School for Young People and Students
from Africa, the joint Master in Anti-Corruption and Diplomacy (MACD) organised with UNITAR,
and the 2™ edition of the IACA-UNITAR Executive Diploma on Anti-Corruption and Diplomacy.
IACA’s cooperation with the United Nations was initially strengthened through the creation of
permanent observer’s offices to the UN headquarters in New York and Geneva, but, due to the
current financial situation of the Academy, the Board of Governors of IACA decided recently to
terminate the contracts of IACA’s permanent observers, (and the draft Resolution on General
Matters foreseen to be adopted later in the session called for the closure of these two offices).

Concerning new partnerships, Mr. Pietrusiewicz reported that IACA had signed several
Memoranda of Understanding (MoU) with new institutional partners, including most recently
with the Sport Integrity Global Alliance (SIGA), which resulted in the joint organisation of a
Forum on Anti-Corruption and Compliance in Sport in September 2023. This event attracted
anti-corruption professionals from international and national sports federations, professional
leagues, and clubs. Mr. Pietrusiewicz added that, as a follow-up, IACA and SIGA would organize
a side event devoted to the issue of Integrity in Sport in the margins of the upcoming
Conference of States Parties to UNCAC.
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Mr. Pietrusiewicz explained that the 1* strategic goal also aimed at improving IACA’s funding
situation and added that IACA had continued its efforts to diversify its founding sources by
shifting its focus to projects implemented for or jointly with external partners. He reported
that IACA, jointly with the Public Ministry of Romania, had been implementing a project funded
by the Norwegian Financial Mechanism entitled “Fighting Criminality and Corruption”.
Furthermore, IACA, in a consortium with the Austrian Development Agency (ADA) and other
partners, had started the implementation of an EU-funded project on the Rule of Law in Serbia.

In relation to the second strategic goal - developing IACA’s role as a centre for anti-corruption
research - Mr. Pietrusiewicz summarized IACA’s efforts over the past year to enhance the
research activities and reported progress on research collaborations and projects. He said that
IACA had started research on typologies of corruption offenses in the business sector, as well
as research on anti-corruption in the sport and humanitarian sectors.

Mr. Pietrusiewicz reported that IACA’s suggestions on enhancing the effectiveness of anti-
corruption measures to implement the UN 2030 Agenda on Sustainable Development had been
presented in numerous international conferences and events, including at the sessions of the
Second, Third and Sixth Committees of the UN General Assembly, the Global Summit for
Democracy, BRICS Anti-Corruption Workshop, General Assembly of European Partners Against
Corruption/European Contact-Point Network against Corruption.

Mr. Pietrusiewicz reported that the Global Programme on Measuring Corruption (GPMC), which
had been launched with the financial support of Saudi Arabia’s Oversight and Anti-Corruption
Authority (Nazaha), has successfully implemented its first-year activities, including the
publication of eight Inside Briefs regarding key activities. He added that the second phase of
the GPMC was expected to begin in January 2024 under a partnership model led by UNDP.,
While the exact division of labor within the partnership was still under discussion, it was
expected to be agreed by the end of 2023. Mr. Pietrusiewicz explained that, due to this
uncertainty, the discussions on the implementation of the last year’s resolution of the
Assembly foreseeing the establishment of an open-ended intergovernmental Advisory Working
Group on Measuring Corruption had been put on hold and were expected to be resumed in
the first quarter of 2024 with the lead partner.

In relation to the third strategic goal - consolidating IACA as a centre of excellence for anti-
corruption education and training and provider of technical assistance - Ms. Susac summarized
the Academy’s educational offerings, including the Master in Anti-Corruption Studies (MACS),
the International Master in Anti-Corruption Compliance and Collective Action (IMACC), the
Master in Anti-Corruption and Diplomacy (MACD), and the Master in Anti-Corruption Studies
and Compliance (delivered in Spanish). Ms. SuSac also informed the Assembly about the new
Anti-Corruption Collective Action Certification (ACCA) programme, which had been launched
with the financial support of the Siemens Integrity Initiative, and on IACA’s tailor-made and
open training programmes, including the Summer Academy, Regional Summer Academies
(Asia, South America, and Africa), and a range of online courses.

Ms. SusSac also reported that, since October 2021, IACA had been implementing the project
Empowering Women Through Education to Fight Corruption, which was funded by the Swiss
Koenig & Bauer Integrity Fund and had empowered 148 women working in the private sector
to fight corruption. In addition, IACA had recently launched two self-paced courses in English
and Russian with the financial support from the Russian Federation. Ms. SuSac explained that
these courses had been offered free-of-charge and focused on corporate liability for corruption
as well as on how to build a whistleblowing system to counter corruption.

Ms. SuSac concluded her presentation by pointing out that IACA had proudly awarded 330 full
and partial scholarships for its programmes. This was only possible thanks to the general
support offered by the Siemens Integrity Initiative and the Swiss Koenig & Bauer Integrity Fund.
Ms. SuSac stressed that the scholarships not only empowered a diverse group of professionals
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in bolstering the global fight against corruption, but also strengthened IACA’s standing as a
pivotal institution committed to promoting integrity and transparency worldwide.

Commenting on the reports of the Chairperson of the Board of Governors and of the IACA
Secretariat on the Work Programme 2021-24, China recognized IACA’s valuable contribution
to the United Nations' efforts towards the realization of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development and called upon IACA to take effective measures to restore trust in the integrity,
accountability, and transparency of its financial administration. China also expressed concern
about IACA’s financial situation. It reaffirmed its voluntary contribution for the year 2023 and
called for continued financial support to IACA by all States Parties.

4. Current and emerging trends and challenges in the prevention of and combating
corruption

The President recalled that, in the formal consultations prior to the session, the Parties had
agreed to discuss the current and emerging trends in the form of a roundtable, where the
panelists would first give presentations on three different topics and the Parties would then
be invited to provide their views on these topics.

The President then gave the floor to IACA’s Director of Academic Programs, Mr. Pawan Kumar
Sinha, to moderate the roundtable.

Mr. Sinha stated that IACA conducted a periodical review of new trends in preventing and
combating corruption to ensure they were reflected in IACA’s academic programmes, open
and tailor-made trainings, and research. For the present session, IACA had identified the
following three topics: (1) enhancing the effectiveness and efficiency of international
cooperation in providing mutual legal assistance in anti-corruption investigations, asset
recovery and return; (2) the growing role of Collective Action as an alternative mechanism to
prevent corruption; and (3) the implementation of new technologies and solutions to prevent
and combat corruption in the public and private sectors. Mr. Sinha emphasized that the three
topics, though seemingly different, were closely interlinked in the areas of international
cooperation, collective action, and new technologies.

Mr. Sinha then introduced the panel speakers and invited them to take the floor.

The first panelist, Mr. Shervin Majlessi, Chief, Convention Support Section, Corruption and
Economic Crime Branch, UNODC, gave a presentation on “The Challenges in Mutual Legal
Assistance in Criminal Matters and Asset Recovery”. He informed the Assembly that countries
faced a wide range of challenges, such as inconsistent legal frameworks, resource constraints,
technological advancements, concerns about data privacy laws and human rights, and lack of
trust. As possible solutions, he mentioned enhanced and effective cooperation between law
enforcement authorities of various countries, leveraging technology and innovation for the
secure exchange of information, and developing capacity-building initiatives with a focus on
enhancing countries’ legal and institutional capacity and resources.

Furthermore, Mr. Majlessi provided an overview of the GlobE Network, which was initiated
under Saudi Arabia’s G20 Presidency and established under the auspices of UNODC in 2021
to facilitate information exchange between frontline anti-corruption law enforcement
practitioners in all countries across the globe. At the time of the presentation, the network had
177 member authorities of 101 Member States and Parties to UNCAC. Ms. Rositsa Zaharieva,
the GlobE Coordinator at UNODC Vienna, highlighted GlobE’s recent publication “Compendium
of Practices on Informal Cooperation in Transnational Corruption Cases”. She explained the
usefulness of the “Connect” Directory, which contained a brief description of GlobE Members’
mandates, contact points, and contact details. She also reported that GlobE had launched its
first regional component in the Western Balkans.
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Mr. Martin Zapata, Senior Officer of Academic Programmes at IACA, gave a presentation on
“Collective Action in the Fight Against Corruption”. He started by stating that the last three
decades had seen an exponential growth in anti-corruption initiatives, culminating in the
conclusion of the UNCAC. He then went on to explain that collective action theory went beyond
traditional principal-agent relationships and highlighted the importance of factors, such as
trust and how individuals perceive the behavior of others. In this context, Mr. Zapata informed
the Assembly about the activities of IACA’s Anti-Corruption Collective Action Impact Centre
designed to provide educational services, promote research, and foster the practical
implementation of Collective Action initiatives. Through its flagship programme, the Anti-
Corruption Collective Action Certificate (ACCA), the Centre launched the first global, post-
graduate certificate in anti-corruption and collective action. Mr. Zapata explained that the
programme offered two interdisciplinary online modules that concentrate on concepts and
applied perspectives for preventing and countering corruption through Collective Action.
Participants of the programme are also required to implement anti-corruption Collective Action
projects, enhancing the knowledge and skills gained from the classes/training, under
continuous guidance and support provided by IACA.

Mr. Luca Mak, the Executive Director of Transparency International Austria, gave a presentation
on “New Technologies to Prevent and Combat Corruption”. He observed that new technological
tools had been revolutionizing the global economy with profound consequences for the social
and political lives. He stressed that while rapid developments in big data analytics, blockchain
technology as well as artificial intelligence and algorithmic power would offer tantalizing
possibilities to tackle many forms of corruption, they would also possess a significant potential
for new corruption risks. He pointed out that in a digital age, the power resided with those
who had the code and the algorithms - currently mostly large tech companies and
governments - and he added that corrupt Al would occur when power holders abused their
power for their private gain.

Mr. Mak emphasized that Transparency International called for Al systems to be more resilient
against corruption risks, which required novel safeguards in three main aspects: innovative
regulatory frameworks that support the ethical design and implementation of Al as well as
mandating model audits, facilitation of such audits by ensuring transparent code and data,
and sensitization of new powerful actors to Al ethics and anti-corruption through training and
codes of conduct. Furthermore, he referred to digital tools that could reduce corruption by
increasing oversight and creating new opportunities for citizens to report corruption. These
tools included whistleblowing platforms with anonymous reporting features, such as
GlobalLeaks, open data databases, high-level lobbying meetings published by the European
Commission (integritywatch.eu), Crowd Sourcing Platforms such as IPaidABribe (India), and e-
procurement systems to support open bidding processes, real-time access, and audit trails.

After the presentations the President opened the floor for contributions and questions by the
Parties.

Azerbaijan provided an example of a case where Azerbaijan had faced challenges of mutual
legal assistance, and expressed hope that the GlobE network could help in such cases. Mr.
Majlessi clarified that the GlobE Network was not a framework for mutual legal assistance
cooperation itself but rather a network allowing for direct exchanges between the authorities
on operational matters and thus facilitating informed decisions-making and development of
strategies in relation to international cooperation and potentially promoting mutual legal
assistance. He concluded that the direct communications channels of the GlobE network could
have helped the authorities of Azerbaijan in the mentioned case.

Mexico commended IACA’s Anti-Corruption Collective Action Impact Centre and recalled that
the collective action projects had been developed in Argentina, Pakistan, and Bolivia. Mexico
enquired how these countries had been chosen and how a country or a given city in a country
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could engage in this kind of collective action projects. Mr. Zapata clarified that projects have
also been implemented in other countries, such as Liberia, India, and Peru. He explained that
he had only mentioned Argentina, Pakistan, and Bolivia because so far, the biggest progress
had been made on projects in these countries. Mr. Zapata added that IACA had also been
working with the Republic of Korea, South Africa, and Malawi. He indicated that the Academy
was about to open a new call for applications and encouraged the delegations to spread the
word about the programme.

Montenegro enquired about good practices for countries regarding the use of Al technologies
for combatting corruption. Mr. Mak responded that it was very difficult to identify examples
of best practice in this area, especially in terms of regulation, but he stressed that there were
ongoing discussions within the European Union to regulate the use of Al. Transparency
International has been advocating to introduce not only regulation, but also other elements
and mechanisms to ensure oversight and accountability. Mr. Sinha added that there had been
a very recent development in the field of Al, namely the concept of “Regulate or innovate”. He
said that, while the Al industry did not want too much regulation, the States feared that Al
could cause a lot of harm and therefore favored more intrusive approaches. Accordingly,
various countries, including the United States, and the European Unition were considering Al
regulations to ensure algorithmic accountability - a term coined by the OECD.

Indonesia congratulated UNODC on its GlobE Programme and called for faster response by
UNODC to country requests and communications. Mr. Majlessi clarified that after the rapid
growth of the Network, the focus had been on helping countries obtain the required assistance
by instilling in its members a feeling of ownership of the network. Furthermore, Indonesia
recognized that, while artificial intelligence offered an opportunity to support countries in the
fight against corruption, it also posed a significant threat in terms of corruption risks. In that
context, Indonesia expressed an interest in information regarding available technical
assistance to protect States from the potential abuse of artificial intelligence for private gains.
Mr. Mak pointed out that Al not only threatened specific countries, but the global community
as a whole and therefore suggested that international organizations, like the UN, UNODC, or
IACA should find answers to those questions.

Malaysia underlined the need for international organizations to better position themselves to
influence national decision-making processes on mutual legal assistance. Mr. Majlessi clarified
that there were two ways to achieve this: firstly, by increasing collaboration between
international organizations and states/partners through joint initiatives, such as the StAR
initiative, and secondly, by strengthening collaboration within the GlobE Network.

Mr. Sinha thanked all panel members and participants for the valuable roundtable discussion.
5. Budget 2024. Fundraising Activities and Financial Stability of IACA

The President then gave the floor to the IACA Secretariat to brief the Assembly on IACA’s
proposed budget for 2024, IACA’s fundraising activities, and the financial situation of IACA.

Ms. Petra Susac, Officer-In-Charge, introduced the IACA Budget for the year 2024. She stated
that the budget was prepared in accordance with the Work Programme 2021-2024 and was
based on the Financial Regulations adopted by the Board of Governors. The Budget 2024 takes
into consideration the decision of the Board of Governors to reduce the overall expenses of
the Academy. The overall amount of the proposed budget is €4,053,700, amounting to a 21%
decrease compared to the Budget for the year 2023.

Ms. SuSac noted that, in accordance with the decision of the Board of Governors, the Budget
2024 excludes an adjustment of the salary scale for the expected inflation rate in the host
country and the adjustment of individual salaries for outstanding performance. For all vacant
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positions where recruitment was foreseen, staff costs were calculated based on the
dependency rate.

Ms. Susac reported that the draft budget foresees 24 positions under Chapter 2, compared to
33 positions in the Budget 2023. Ms. SuSac added that out of 24 positions foreseen in the
Budget 2024, 8 positions are budgeted with €0, because they would only be filled if IACA
received earmarked contributions or secondment offers from its Parties.

Ms. SuSac noted that IACA had further diversified its income by shifting its focus on project
funding and stressed that IACA would be able to cover 50% of the budget appropriations from
service revenues, particularly from the income of academic programmes, various types of
training, and extra-budgetary projects.

Ms. SuSac ended her report by stressing that, if approved, the budget, would have to be
implemented with a great deal of flexibility due to the uncertainty of incoming revenues,
notably voluntary contributions, and that a prioritization of the expenses might be necessary.

The Russian Federation noted that the Resolution on the Budget 2024 needed to be aligned
with the draft Resolution on General Matters, which, under OP 15, called for the closure of the
Permanent Observer Offices of IACA to the United Nations Headquarters in New York and the
United Nations Office at Geneva. The Russian Federation therefore proposed to remove the
references to the Permanent Observer posts under Chapter 2 (sub-chapter 2.6) of the draft
Budget, thereby reducing the positions budgeted with € 0 from 8 to 6 positions.

The Assembly agreed and adopted the Resolution on the Budget 2024 with the agreed revision.
6. Other Matters

Mr. Pietrusiewicz, Officer-in-Charge, informed the Assembly that, after the last official round
of informal consultations, the draft General Matters Resolution OP 23 relating to the auditor's
report remained open. He reported that the Board of Governors had met the day before the
session of the Assembly to discuss the auditor’s report and had requested the IACA Secretariat
to liaise closely with the external auditors in an effort to ensure that the auditor’s report would
be finalized as soon as possible, so that it could be sent to the Board for approval before being
transmitted to the Parties. Mr. Pietrusiewicz explained that during further informal
consultations following the Board meeting, a draft text was elaborated for OP 23 that reflects
the request of the Board to the Secretariat. He expressed hope that the text would be
acceptable to the Parties.

The Assembly agreed on the text for OP 23 as presented and adopted the Resolution on
General Matters with this agreed addition.

7. Provisional Agenda for the thirteenth session of the Assembly
The Resolution on the thirteenth session of the Assembly of Parties was adopted as presented.
8. Adoption of the Report of the Assembly on its twelfth session

The President informed that the report would be prepared after the meeting and shared with
the participants.

The president thanked the participants for their contributions and closed the session.
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