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1. Organizational Matters

a) Opening of the session

The Assembly of Parties (AoP) of the International Anti-Corruption Academy (IACA)
convened for its 13" session on 30 October 2024, from 10:00 to 20:00 (Vienna local
time), in person, at the Vienna International Center (VIC), Board Room D, of the
C Building. A courtesy live broadcast was also provided.

H.E. Ms. Elena Maria Freije Murillo, Permanent Representative of the Republic of
Honduras to IACA and President of the 12™ session of the Assembly, welcomed all
participants, including those who were following the session online. She thanked the
officers of the Bureau of the 12" session for their commitment and participation in the
activities and meetings organized in preparations for the Assembly.

The President then gave the floor to the Dean of IACA and Executive Secretary of the
Assembly of Parties, Prof. Slagjana Taseva, as well as Mr. Mathias Vogl, the Chairperson
of the IACA’s Board of Governors (BoG), for their introductory remarks.

The Executive Secretary welcomed the participants and conveyed her commitment to
fostering productive discussions with all stakeholders moving forward. She particularly
emphasized the need to enhance cooperation between IACA Secretariat and the Parties,
as well as the BoG, while also strengthening collaboration with national and regional
academic institutions.

The Chairperson of the BoG acknowledged the commitment of the Board to support IACA
and called on the Assembly to strengthen IACA’s role in global anti-corruption efforts,
highlighting its academic, capacity-building and research initiatives. He also underlined
the importance of the Work Programme and the Budget, which he considered both
critical for IACA’s future.

b) Election of Officers

The Assembly of Parties unanimously elected the following officers for this session:

President: Honourable Dato’ Sri Azalina Othman Said, Minister in the Prime Minister’s
Department (Law and Institutional Reform), Malaysia (Asia-Pacific Group).

Vice-President: H.E. Mr. Yacouba Cisse, Permanent Representative of Cote d'lvoire to
IACA (African Group).

Vice-President: H.E. Mr. Georgios lliopoulos, Permanent Representative of Greece to IACA
(Western European and Other Groups).

Rapporteur: Ms. Liliana Oliva Bernal from the Permanent Mission of Mexico to
International Organizations in Vienna (Latin American and Caribbean Group).

Rapporteur: Ms. Boni Cvetanovska from the Permanent Mission of North Macedonia to
International Organization in Vienna (Eastern European Group).

The outgoing President, H.E. Ms. Elena Maria Freije Murillo, congratulated the elected
officers and wished the Assembly a fruitful debate.
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c) Adoption of the agenda and organization of work

The Assembly adopted the preliminary Agenda unanimously.

The following 61 Parties were represented at this session: Afghanistan, Albania,
Argentina, Armenia, Australia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Brazil, Bulgaria,
Cambodia, Chile, Cote d’lvoire, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Egypt, El Salvador,
Georgia, Greece, Honduras, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Iraq, Israel, Jordan, Kazakhstan,
Kenya, Kuwait, Lebanon, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malaysia, Mexico,
Mongolia, Montenegro, Myanmar, Nigeria, North Macedonia, Pakistan, Paraguay,
People’s Republic of China, Qatar, Republic of Korea, Republic of Moldova, Romania, the
Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sudan, Syrian Arab
Republic, Thailand, Tiirkiye, Turkmenistan, and the European Public Law Organization
(EPLO).

d) Participation of observers

Six observers were accredited to the session: the Dominican Republic, Venezuela, and
Yemen, as well as the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP), and the United Nations Office for Drugs and Crimes (UNODC).

e) Adoption of the report of the Bureau on credentials

The Executive Secretary informed that the Bureau of the Assembly concluded that 57 out
of 81 Parties provided credentials for the session and the quorum for the session was
therefore reached. The Assembly adopted the credentials report of the Bureau by
consensus.

f) General Discussion

The following 26 Parties took the floor to contribute to the General Discussion: Thailand,
Montenegro, Malaysia, Cote d’lvoire, Nigeria, Kenya, People’s Republic of China, Albania,
Republic of Korea, Saudi Arabia, Turkmenistan, Azerbaijan, Afghanistan, Myanmar,
Bangladesh, Chile, Mexico, India, Austria, Russian Federation, Tilrkiye, Kuwait, Georgia,
Egypt, Sudan, and UNODC.

2. IACA’s Development: report by the relevant organs; review and discussion

The President gave the floor to the Chairperson of the Board, Mr. Mathias Vogl, to
present the report of the Board to the Assembly.

The Chairperson first congratulated Prof. Taseva on her recent appointment as Dean and
Executive Secretary of IACA and expressed the Board’s appreciation to her and the entire
IACA staff for their ongoing support in implementing IACA’s initiatives.

Mr. Vogl then summarized IACA’s activities and achievements since the previous session
of the Assembly in respect of its Academic Programmes, standardised and tailor-made
trainings as well as its research activities. He also informed the Assembly about the
status of the Global Programme on Measuring Corruption (GPMC), launched in 2022,
which finalized its Phase one and is moving forward in close cooperation with UNDP,
UNODC and other relevant stakeholders. Furthermore, he stressed the importance of
IACA strengthening its engagement with the Constituency and pointed out that IACA
needed to adjust its activities to better serve the needs of its Parties, Signatories and
other stakeholders, and to promote new partnerships with government authorities,
universities, and integrity organizations.
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The Chairperson acknowledged the significant progress made by the Academy in its
ongoing efforts to improve its financial situation. He emphasized, however, that IACA's
long-term goal of achieving self-sustainability, as outlined in the IACA Agreement,
remained contingent upon stabilizing its finances, which could only be achieved with
sustained support from its Constituency. Mr. Vogl reiterated the importance of tangible,
ongoing commitments from all Parties and Signatories - not just one-time donations, but
regular, annual contributions that would provide the necessary financial stability and
predictability for IACA.

In that respect, the Chairperson expressed deep gratitude to the Parties that had
provided contributions to IACA’s general budget since the last session, notably Austria,
Azerbaijan, Chile, China, Cyprus, Kazakhstan, Republic of Korea, Malaysia, Mauritius,
Mongolia, and Myanmar. Additionally, he acknowledged the support provided by the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the Kingdom of Bahrain through seconded staff and called
on other Parties to consider similar assistance to strengthen IACA’s operations.

Mr. Vogl also recognized the crucial role of Austria, IACA’s host country, in the long-
term funding of the Academy, notably through the adoption of the IACA Support Act that
had come into force on 1 January 2024. He stressed that this landmark legislation
represented a key commitment from the Austrian Federal Government to IACA’s mission
and sustainability, and he expressed hope that other countries would follow Austria’s
example.

The Chairperson then turned to the report of IACA’s Independent External Auditors for
the budget year 2023 and informed the Assembly that the work of three auditors,
appointed by the Board from senior members of National Supreme Audit institutions of
Parties, was still ongoing. He stated that the Board had requested the Secretariat to stay
in close contact with the external auditors so that the report would get finalized as soon
as possible and could then be shared Parties after its approval by the Board.

Mr. Vogl also briefly touched upon the potential value of performance audits but stated
that such audits were currently not possible under IACA’s current financial constraints.
While the Board did not oppose performance audits in principle, it believed that the
current independent external audit process was sufficient until adequate financial and
human resources would be available. Regarding project-specific audits, the Board
remained committed to the single-audit principle, whereby IACA’s accounts would
undergo only a single external audit conducted by IACA’s external auditors. He added,
however, that the Board had given authorization to the Dean to accept project-specific
audits by donors for specific projects on an exceptional basis within certain limitations
set by the Board.

The Chairperson also reminded the Assembly about the end of the independent
international investigation into the management of IACA by the former Dean, particularly
in the areas of financial and human resources management. He recalled that the Board
had informed all IACA Parties and Signatories of the conclusion of this investigation in a
brief dated 19 September 2024. He also informed the Assembly that the Board had
tasked the new Dean of IACA to review and implement recommendations formulated by
the independent investigators to strengthen IACA’s governance and operations.

Mr. Vogl ended his report by reassuring the Assembly that the Board stood firmly behind
the Academy and was fully dedicated to doing everything possible to ensure the
continued growth and consolidation of IACA’s activities.
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3. Implementation report of the Work Programme 2021-2024; Work Programme
2025-2028.

a) Implementation report of the Work Programme 2021-2024

At the outset, the Executive Secretary reminded the Assembly that the Work Programme
2021-2024 fell into a very challenging period for the Academy. IACA had to react to the
particular challenges posed by the Covid19 pandemic and translate its ongoing and
planned academic programmes and trainings into entirely online formats in a matter of
weeks. She then presented to the Assembly information on the implementation of the
Work Programme 2021-2024, in particular IACA’s activities since the last session of the
Assembly, under the three strategic goals identified in the Work Programme.

In relation to the first strategic goal, “Strengthening relationships with Parties and
develop new partnerships”, the Executive Secretary pointed out that IACA had continued
enhancing relationships with existing and new partners. IACA implemented joint
projects with UNODC, such as the Online International Anti-Corruption Autumn School
2024 for Eastern Europe and LDCs, which was implemented with financial support by
the Republic of Austria. UNODC supported IACA in becoming an observer in the Global
Operational Network of Anti-Corruption Law Enforcement Authorities. IACA also
participated in the GlobE Annual Meeting in Beijing to promote its activities and identify
the needs of the participants in technical assistance. Looking forward, senior IACA and
UNODC representatives met on 18 October to agree on areas of cooperation, notably
capacity-building initiatives, research, awareness-raising activities, and the joint
application for third party funded projects, with the aim of developing a concrete action
plan for the next 5 years.

The Executive Secretary added that also the partnership with UNITAR progressed further
with the continuation of the joint IACA-UNITAR Master in Anti-Corruption and Diplomacy
(MACD).

Prof. Taseva explained that the first strategic goal also aimed at improving IACA’s
funding situation through partnerships. In that respect, the Executive Secretary reported
that IACA continued its efforts to diversify its funding sources through joint projects
with external partners, such as the Austrian Development Agency, the Swiss Koening &
Bauer Integrity Fund, or the Norwegian Financial Mechanism. IACA also provided tailor-
made training to governments, such as to Romania, under the project “Fighting
Criminality and Corruption” funded by the Norwegian Financial Mechanism. She added
that IACA had also intensified its efforts to collaborate with external partners to apply
for EU-funded projects.

In relation to the second strategic goal, “Developing IACA’s role as a centre for anti-
corruption research”, the Executive Secretary informed the Assembly that since the re-
establishment of the Research & Analytics Department in 2021, IACA had conducted a
comparative analysis of anti-corruption compliance standards and guidelines. This
activity was completed in 2022. Subsequently, IACA had been conducting research into
typologies of corruption offences, integrity and anti-corruption compliance in sport, and
integrity and anti-corruption compliance in the humanitarian aid sector. The results of
these research projects were published by IACA and respected external publishers as
well as presented at numerous international forums, including sessions of the UN
General Assembly’s Second, Third, and Sixth Committees, the Conference of the State
Parties (COSP) to the UNCAC, and the BRICS Anti-Corruption Workshop. The Executive
Secretary also highlighted the upcoming IACA Annual Conference on Global Trends and
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Challenges in Preventing and Combating Corruption on 28 November and encouraged
all delegations to attend.

The Executive Secretary then provided an update to the Assembly on IACA’s Global
Programme on Measuring Corruption (GPMC). She recalled that the GPMC had been
launched in 2022 with the support from the National Anti-Corruption Commission of
Saudi Arabia and that its Phase | had successfully been completed with key findings
published in 10 Insight Briefs and a Synthesis Brief, which brought together the main
findings of the Programme. She explained that Phasell would focus on the
implementation of capacity-building activities based on the results of Phase | to empower
professionals to work effectively with the new corruption measurement frameworks.
Finally, she mentioned that IACA would also collaborate with UNDP in relation to UNDP’s
Global Initiative to Measure Corruption.

In relation to the third Strategic Goal, “Consolidating IACA as a centre of excellence for
anticorruption education and training and provider of technical assistance’, the
Executive Secretary first informed the Assembly about IACA’s master’s programmes
conducted since the last AoP session, including the Master’s in Anti-Corruption Studies
(MACS), the International Master’s in Anti-Corruption Compliance and Collective Action
(IMACC), and the Master’s in Anti-Corruption and Diplomacy (MACD). Prof. Taseva
pointed out that all programmes were offered in both online and hybrid formats and
underlined that, between 2021 and 2024, 118 students from 50 countries had
graduated from these programmes. She added that although IACA did not have new
funds for scholarships for the academic year 2024-25, many students were able to self-
fund their studies and others were supported by their governments. In addition, IACA
could still allocate some remaining funds from the Siemens Integrity Initiative to finance
scholarships for six students from developing countries.

The Executive Secretary also informed the Assembly about IACA’s diploma and
certification programmes conducted since the last AoP session, notably the third edition
of the IACA-UNITAR Executive Diploma on Anti-Corruption and Diplomacy with 36
participants from 30 countries, and the second edition of the Anti-Corruption Collective
Action Certification (ACCA).

Prof. Taseva then informed the Assembly that 2,238 persons participated in IACA’s
trainings between 2021 and 2024, including open and tailor-made trainings, IACA’s
International Anti-Corruption Summer Academies, and self-paced or instructor-led online
courses.

The Executive Secretary reported that IACA had successfully conducted various tailor-
made and open training programmes, mainly face-to-face but also online, such as the
Anti-Corruption Prevention Project in Serbia funded by the Austrian Development
Agency. Three trainings under that project already took place in 2023, and three
additional trainings were conducted in the first half of 2024, with an additional training
to follow in 2025.

Prof. Taseva reported that the last edition of IACA’s Summer Academy attracted 63
participants from 27 countries and that Qatar may host the next edition of the Regional
Summer Academy for the countries of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GPMC), and
Malaysia had also offered to host the Regional Summer Academy in Asia-Pacific in 2025.

The Executive Secretary noted that IACA had organized 35 online courses since 2021,
including most recently an instructor-led online training for 25 public officials from
Northern Macedonia. IACA also offered self-paced online courses, eleven of which were
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available in English and five in Russian. They had more than 8,400 enrollments with over
6,500 individual learners from 90 countries.

b) Management of IACA’s resources under the Work Programme 2021-2024

The Executive Secretary assured the Assembly that IACA continued to manage its
resources in accordance with the highest standards of integrity, accountability, and
transparency, subject to multiple layers of scrutiny, including an independent external
audit, and in accordance with the resolution adopted by the Assembly in October 2021
entitled “Resolution on Reinforcing the Independent External Audit and Enhancing
Financial Transparency of the International Anti-Corruption Academy’.

In relation to the recommendations made in that resolution, Prof. Taseva informed the
Assembly that although the process for the external audit report for the fiscal year 2023
had started on time and the Secretariat had provided full support to the auditors to
ensure the timely completion of the report, the auditors had not yet submitted the report
to the Secretariat. She assured the Assembly that the report would be shared with the
Parties immediately after its approval by the Board of Governors.

In relation to the recommended transition of IACA to the International Public Sector
Accounting Standards (IPSAS), the Executive Secretary reported that the Secretariat could
not secure a seconded staff to assist the Academy with that transition. Nevertheless, the
budget for 2025 included a comprehensive plan for the implementation of IPSAS
standards, based on a close coordination with the external auditors and depending on
the available financial and human resources.

Finally, Prof. Taseva recalled that the Resolution not only required the Secretariat to
implement various recommendations but also invited the Parties to provide the
necessary extrabudgetary resources for the implementation of these recommendations.
She urged the Parties to provide these resources so that the Secretariat would be able to
implement the Parties’ recommendations set out in the Resolution.

c) Presentation of the Work Programme 2025-2028

At the outset of her presentation, the Executive Secretary emphasized that the new Work
Programme was intended to reflect better the needs of the Parties and reconsider some
objectives and activities based on new realities, available resources, and lessons learnt
by the Academy in previous years.

Prof. Taseva then informed the Parties that the Work Programme was structured around
three strategic goals and that the Programme referred to a series of objectives under
each goal.

Under the first strategic goal, “Enhancing cooperation with Parties and strategic
partners”, IACA would in particular pursue the following specific objectives: enhancing
cooperation with the Parties and Partners through the needs analysis and offering new
forms of assistance; facilitating the enhancement of the engagement of IACA’s Boards
in various activities of the Academy; developing joint programmes and projects with
strategic partners; and enhancing interaction with universities, national anti-corruption
academies and other educational institutions.

Under the second strategic goal, “Strengthening IACA’s research and analytical
component and developing new forms of technical assistance, services and products”,
IACA would pursue in particular the following specific objectives: implementing research
projects on corruption risks, anti-corruption, and compliance; enhancing knowledge
dissemination capacity; and developing new forms of technical assistance.
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Finally, under the third Strategic Goal, “Consolidating IACA as a centre of excellence for
anticorruption education and expanding access to IACA’s programmes and trainings”,
IACA would pursue in particular the following specific objectives: optimizing existing
academic programmes and developing new programmes and courses; providing
technical assistance, open and tailor-made trainings; expanding access to IACA’s
programmes and trainings; and diversifying and expanding funding resources.

The Executive Secretary concluded her presentation by acknowledging the profound
challenges IACA continued to face. She thanked the Parties who had supported the
Academy financially in 2024, and she expressed gratitude to the Board of Governors for
their crucial role in maintaining IACA's stability. Prof. Taseva also noted the growing
involvement of the International Academic Advisory Board and the International Senior
Advisory Board. She reiterated that the Academy’s great potential could only be fully
realized with continued support from its Constituency and called for financial
contributions and staff secondments to further strengthen IACA's capacity.

After the presentation of the Executive Secretary, the Assembly unanimously adopted
the draft Resolution on the IACA Work Programme 2025-2028 (AOP13-Res-1) as
presented.

4, Round Table on current and emerging trends and challenges in prevention of
and combating corruption

The President informed that the panel discussion would be devoted to one topic -
measuring corruption. The panelists were: Mr. Leonardo Borlini, Associate Professor of
International Law at University Bocconi, Milan (Italy) and Adjunct Professor at the City
University of Hong Kong (China); Ms. Yoojin Choi, Head of Training and Capacity
Development at IACA; Ms. Angela Me, Director of Research at UNODC; and Mr. Anga
Timilsina, Global Advisor on Anti-Corruption at UNDP. The round table discussion was
moderated by Mr. Khalid Bubshait, Director of the International Partnership Department
of the Oversight and Anti-Corruption Commission (Nazaha) of Saudi Arabia.

Mr. Bubshait started the round table discussion by pointing out that the international
community had lacked objective tools to assess corruption levels and to evaluate anti-
corruption strategies, hindering sustainable development and understanding corruption
dynamics. He emphasized that accurate measurement would help governments to make
informed policy decisions, to support investors in assessing business stability, and to
guide international organizations in evaluating the impact of corruption on development
projects. He also referred to the adoption of the Vienna Principles at the first Global
Conference on the Measurement of Corruption, which aimed to create a global
framework for tackling corruption.

IACA’s Executive Secretary then delivered the keynote address, emphasizing the
academy's role in advancing international cooperation on corruption measurement. She
reaffirmed IACA’s commitment to developing practical tools for assessing corruption
and supporting robust anti-corruption policies globally. Prof. Taseva highlighted the
Global Program on Measuring Corruption (GPMC), launched in 2022 with financial
support from Saudi Arabia's Nazaha, noting that the GPMC had made significant
progress, including consultations with countries like Italy, Brazil, Indonesia, and South
Africa to refine corruption measurement methodologies. The GPMC also organized the
2023 Global Conference on Harnessing Data to Improve Corruption Measurement, which
led to the creation of the Vienna Principles, a global standard for measuring corruption.
She emphasized IACA's ongoing efforts to build capacity in countries and strengthen
cooperation with partners like UNDP and UNODC to share best practices. Finally, Prof.

Page 8 of 12

INTERNATIONAL
ANTI-CORRUPTION
ACADEMY



[ ]

Taseva expressed optimism for continued collaboration in advancing global anti-
corruption efforts, particularly in corruption measurement.

Ms. Me focused on the challenges faced by countries in measuring corruption and the
need for reliable, consistent data to inform effective anti-corruption policies. She
emphasized that corruption was multifaceted, making it difficult to measure it with a
single tool. A significant issue was the lack of reliable data in many countries, which
hindered the development of effective anti-corruption strategies and impeded global
efforts to track trends. Ms. Me discussed the limitations of existing corruption indices,
such as Transparency International’s Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI), which relied on
perceptions rather than actual data. She highlighted the distinction between indirect
measures (e.g. surveys) and direct measures (e.g. bribery cases or prosecutions), noting
that while direct measures were more accurate, they were often difficult and costly to
collect. She stressed that political will and credible data were crucial for effective anti-
corruption efforts. Governments had to support transparency and accountability, even if
the data exposed uncomfortable truths. To address these challenges, the UNODC had
developed a Statistical Framework for Measuring Corruption, offering a flexible range of
indicators tailored to each country's context. This framework aimed at bridging the gap
between data collection and policy action, enabling governments to track trends and
develop targeted anti-corruption strategies to improve accountability and governance.

Ms. Choi presented an overview of the Global Program on Measuring Corruption (GPMC),
highlighting its achievements during Phase | and the plans for Phase Il. She explained
that the GPMC had been launched in May 2020 to address the growing need for effective
corruption measurement tools, driven by international events such as the G7 Summit
(2020) and the UNCAC Conference (2019). Ms. Choi mentioned that Phase | focused on
reviewing existing corruption measurement tools, identifying gaps, and producing
resources like the Phase | Synthesis Brief and Insight Briefs. This phase also included
Expert ‘Think-in’ Meetings and Country Visits, which provided valuable insights into the
challenges of corruption measurement across different regions. Ms. Choi explained that
Phase Il would prioritize capacity building for anti-corruption professionals and involve
validation workshops to refine new methodologies, including the second Global
Conference on Corruption Measurement was planned for late 2025. Ms. Choi concluded
by highlighting the ongoing collaborations of IACA with UNDP and UNODC to strengthen
future efforts and called for continued international partnerships.

Mr. Timilsina discussed UNDP’s ongoing efforts to improve global corruption
measurement, which started in 2008. Since then, UNDP had developed tools like the
Corruption Measurement Menu in collaboration with UNODC to track corruption across
different sectors such as health, education, and public service. He acknowledged
challenges, including a lack of reliable data and high collection costs, while stressing the
need for better coordination among global initiatives. He explained that UNDP was
currently focused on measuring corruption risks in public procurement, technical
compliance, and business bribery. These efforts were being refined in 2023, with plans
to test methodologies in a few countries and expand globally. Mr. Timilsina ended by
emphasizing the importance of early engagement with countries to ensure the tools are
practical and actionable for effective anti-corruption policies.

Mr. Borlini stressed the need for measuring the impact of anti-corruption treaties and
the availability of data in countries. He referred to a project of the Council of Europe that
aimed to assess the implementation of anti-corruption treaties, thereby supporting
countries in advancing reforms with actionable data, rather than replacing existing
monitoring systems. The proposed methodology focused on two components: technical
compliance (how well treaties are adopted) and effectiveness (the real impact on
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corruption). Mr. Borlini emphasized that the project used data from existing monitoring
systems like the OECD, GRECO, and UNODC, but acknowledged that measuring
effectiveness was challenging. The framework was designed to be scalable, objective,
and adaptable, improving over time with continued data collection. Despite challenges,
it represented a critical step in enhancing global anti-corruption efforts.

In the subsequent discussion, the panelists focused on data availability, emphasizing
that many countries agreed to share data from international treaties. They acknowledged
the challenge of measuring effectiveness but were mainly focusing on technical
compliance, with plans to develop methodologies for evaluating effectiveness in the
future. The panelists conceded that political challenges existed but G20 countries'
interest in the project was promising.

The panelists also emphasized the importance of collaboration with regional bodies and
ensuring inclusivity in the creation of indicators. They noted that many international
organizations, like the World Bank and UN agencies, had been working on related issues
and highlighted the need for synergies to avoid duplication.

The President thanked the panelists and opened the floor for questions and
contributions from the Parties.

Austria informed the Assembly about the efforts of the Austrian Federal Bureau of Anti-
Corruption (BAK) to improve corruption measurement tools, emphasizing their
importance for identifying vulnerable sectors and designing targeted interventions. The
representative highlighted the value of data-driven approaches for adaptive anti-
corruption strategies and introduced educational models combining legal aspects and
data tools for training students and law enforcement. He mentioned that the BAK was
also working to integrate innovative tools, such as OECD’s public integrity indicators, to
benchmark and strengthen integrity systems. The representative praised IACA’s role in
advancing anti-corruption efforts and expressed eagerness to continue deepening their
partnership with IACA to enhance global anti-corruption efforts.

Cote d'lvoire raised concerns about using the term "measurement” in discussions on
corruption, arguing that corruption was better viewed as a crime, and the focus should
be on gathering evidence to support prosecution. The representative emphasized that
the goal was to identify and prosecute those responsible, not just measure corruption.
Cote d'lvoire pointed out the challenge of measuring something as invisible as
corruption and stressed that concrete evidence should be prioritized to help courts make
informed decisions, highlighting the importance of understanding legal concepts in
addressing corruption effectively.

The panelists clarified that while measuring corruption was difficult, the goal was to
provide countries with tools for both prosecution and prevention. The framework
included measuring compliance with anti-corruption treaties, particularly in areas like
prevention, to foster accountability.

The Russian Federation asked the panelists about their practical experience with and any
findings from using the statistical framework of the UN for measuring corruption. The
panelists responded that the UN framework was a flexible tool designed to help
countries identify corruption risks and trends, inform their anti-corruption policies, and
assess compliance with international standards. It was adaptable, allowing countries to
choose relevant indicators based on their specific needs. Efforts were underway to
translate the framework into all six UN languages and provide guidance for effective data
use.
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The representative of the Russian Federation also questioned the choice of indicators,
particularly regarding technical compliance with international treaties, and expressed
concerns about data sharing and potential interference in intergovernmental processes.
The panelists explained the rationale behind selecting three key corruption indicators
and discussed the importance of measuring corruption risks in public procurement. They
also stressed the importance of building synergies between international organizations
and member states for more effective corruption measurement and concluded by
expressing hope for future discussions on the topic.

The People’s Republic of China thanked the panelists for their presentations, recognizing
the challenges of assessing corruption, especially given the diversity of social and legal
systems across countries. The representative emphasized that participation in
corruption measurement should be voluntary, with no mandatory ranking of nations. In
addition, there was a call for further discussions on defining the methodology, improving
data collection, and ensuring inclusive and objective indicators. Additionally, China
highlighted the need for greater synergy between different platforms discussing
corruption measurement to avoid duplication and conflict. Finally, the representative
expressed a commitment to working with IACA and other stakeholders to build
consensus and contribute to the effective implementation of corruption measurement
frameworks.

Israel emphasized that participation should be voluntary and not based on mandatory
rankings. Moreover, the representative highlighted the confusion caused by the
proliferation of various corruption indices and pointed out that countries with strong
anti-corruption enforcement might appear less corrupt, even if actual corruption was
high. She stressed the need for consistent, accurate data collection and warned against
using uniform indicators that did not account for local legal and cultural differences. The
representative argued that corruption indicators should reflect each country's unique
context to ensure accurate assessments.

5. Elections of members of the Board of Governors

The Assembly unanimously adopted the draft Resolution on Elections to the Board of
Governors (AOP13-Res-2) and thereby elected the following three new members to the
Board of Governors:

Tan Sri Dato’ Sri Azam Baki (Malaysia) (2024-2027)
Prof. Guo Yong (China) (2024-2030)
Mr. Gbakou Monnet Benoit Patrick (Cote d’lvoire) (2024-2027)

In addition, the Assembly noted with appreciation the appointment of Ms. Suzanne
Hayden by the United Nations Office for Drugs and Crime (UNODC) as a nhew member of
the Board of Governors.

Furthermore, the Assembly agreed that its next session should elect one member of the
Board to fill the remaining vacancy.

6. Budget 2025. Fundraising Activities and Financial Stability of IACA
The Executive Secretary introduced the IACA Budget for the year 2025. She stated that
the budget was based on the Financial Regulations of IACA adopted by the Board of

Governors in 2019 and was prepared in accordance with the Work Programme 2025-
2028, which had been approved by the Assembly earlier in the session.
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Prof. Taseva highlighted that the proposed budget amounted to € 4,138,800, signifying
an increase by 2.1% compared to the Budget of 2024. She explained that the income had
been diversified through shifting the focus to project funding whereby IACA would be
able to cover 47% of the budget appropriations using service revenues.

The Executive Secretary also informed the Assembly that IACA’s external auditors had
not yet submitted the Audit Report for the financial year 2023, which was crucial for
ensuring transparency and accountability within IACA’s financial operations, but that the
work on the report was well advanced.

Prof. Taseva concluded her presentation by stressing that the budget would have to be
implemented with a great deal of flexibility, considering the uncertain amount of
voluntary financial contributions to be received in 2025.

The Assembly unanimously adopted the draft Resolution on the IACA Budget 2025
(AOP13-Res-3) as presented.

7. Other Matters

Following extensive deliberations and consultations, the Assembly unanimously adopted
a revised version of the draft Resolution on General Matters (AOP13-Res-4).

8. Provisional Agenda for the fourteenth session of the Assembly

The Assembly unanimously adopted the draft Resolution on the Provisional Agenda of
the 14™ Session of the Assembly of Parties (AOP13-Res-5) as presented.
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