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Certification Programme “Certificate in Integrity and Anti-Corruption 

Compliance. Compliance Officer in the Financial Sector” 

Curriculum 

 

1. Background 

In recent years, corruption has become a growing threat to the sustainability of the financial 

sector. Corruption and related crimes, such as financial fraud, money laundering and terrorist 

financing, pose serious legal, reputational and financial risks for all types of financial 

institutions. 

Anti-corruption compliance is an important component of any national anti-corruption 

framework. 

To support the implementation and maintenance of effective and efficient anti-corruption 

compliance management systems in financial institutions, the International Anti-Corruption 

Academy (IACA) establishes the Certification programme on anti-corruption compliance for 

different categories of professionals working in the financial sector. 

The certification of anti-corruption compliance professionals is not mandatory. It is not 

regulated in national anti-corruption laws. At the same time, voluntary certification is a 

widespread market instrument which is recognized by financial institutions, their business 

partners and customers, and may be considered by government authorities. 

The programme will support the professional development of senior managers, compliance 

officers, lawyers and internal auditors working in financial institutions, highlight the existing 

schemes and typologies of corruption offences and related crimes, and share the best 

international and regional standards and practices in anti-corruption compliance.  

The certificates will confirm the high professional level, the necessary knowledge and skills of 

certified professionals. 

2. Target Audience 

This programme is intended for professionals working or job-seeking in the financial sector, 

including: 

• senior managers; 

• compliance officers; 

• internal control officers; 

• security officers; 

• risk managers; 

• GR managers; 

• procurement managers; 

• lawyers; 

• internal auditors; 

• consultants. 
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3. Professional Experience 

No prior professional experience is required to enrol in this programme. 

4. Model of delivery 

The programme, including all course sessions and the final exam, will be delivered entirely online. 

5. Course Overview 

Module 1 

(1
st

 week) 

Overview of typologies of money laundering related to 

corruption in the financial sector  

Number 

of Hours 

1.1. Typologies of money laundering and financial fraud related to 

corruption  

1,5 hours 

1.2. 

 

Risks of the misuse of the financial sector for criminal purpose  1,5 hours 

 

Module 2 

(2
nd

  week) 

Overview of typologies of corruption offences in the 

financial sector 

Number 

of Hours 

2.1. Typologies of corruption offences. The nexus between 

corruption, money laundering and terrorist financing 

1,5 hours 

2.2. 

 

Case study on the risks and red flags of corruption in the financial 

sector 

1,5 hours 

 

Module 3 

(3
rd

  week) 

International anti-corruption compliance standards, 

guidelines, and best practices 

Number 

of Hours 

3.1. Overview of international anti-corruption compliance standards 

and guidelines 

1,5 hours 

3.2.  The use of international anti-corruption compliance standards 

and guidelines for designing and implementing an anti-

corruption compliance programme 

1,5 hours 

 

Module 4 

(4
th

  week) 

Extraterritorial application of anti-corruption laws and risks 

for financial institutions (The US Foreign Corrupt Practices 

Act) 

Number 

of Hours 

4.1. Overview of the US Foreign Corrupt Practices Act (FCPA) 1,5 hours 

4.2. Case study on the application of the FCPA 1,5 hours 

 

Module 5 

(5
th

  week) 

 Extraterritorial application of anti-corruption laws and risks 

for financial institutions (The UK Bribery Act) 

Number 

of Hours 

5.1.  Overview of the UK Bribery Act 1,5 hours 

5.2.  Case study on the application of the UK Bribery Act 1,5 hours 
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Module 6 

(6
rth 

week) 

 Application of Sapin II Law and risks for financial 

institutions 

Number 

of Hours 

6.1. 

 

 Overview of Sapin II Law, France 1,5 hours 

6.2. 

 

 Case study on the application of Sapin II Law 1,5 hours 

 

Module 7 

(7
th

 week) 

Anti-corruption compliance management system in a 

financial institution 

Number 

of Hours 

7.1. 

 

The framework of an effective anti-corruption compliance 

programme  

1,5 hours 

7.2. The main anti-corruption policies and procedures 1,5 hours 

 

Module 8 

(8
th

 week) 

Corruption risk management and internal investigations Number 

of Hours 

8.1. 

 

Due diligence and risk management, the use of modern IT-

solutions and information resources 

1,5 hours 

8.2. Whistleblowers hotlines and internal investigations 1,5 hours 

6. Reading Materials 

Participants will be granted access to the IACA e-learning platform, which includes  

recommended reading materials related to the topics of the programme. 

7. Participation in the Certification Programme 

The certification programme consists of two components: the online training course and the 

certification exam. 

Participation in the online training course is a mandatory requirement for admission to the 

certification exam. Participants must attend at least 75% of the course. 

Participants who miss more than 25% of the course may join the next available online training 

course and visit only those sessions they missed. They may participate in the next available 

certification exam after completing the online training course.  

8. Assessment 

The written certification exam will be conducted online in English, one week after the 

completion of the training programme.  

The exam will consist of 100 multiple-choice questions, which may be either single-response 

or multiple-response, as indicated in each question’s header. For multiple-response questions, 

all valid options must be selected for the response to be considered correct. 

Participants will have two hours to complete the exam. 

To obtain the certificate participants must pass the exam with a minimum score of 75%.  

In case of fail, participants are eligible to retake the exam for an additional fee.  
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9. Technical Requirements for the Exam 

The exam will take place online via the MS Teams or Zoom. The link will be shared with the 

respective participants.  

Participants are advised to check their internet connection, and devices for connecting to the 

MS Teams or Zoom in advance. 

Participants must ensure that their camera and microphone devices are switched on during 

the whole period of exam.  

10. Exam Rules 

All Participants will be monitored during the exam. 

The exam proctor will announce the precise start and end times of the exam. Responses 

marked after the two-hour period will not be considered. 

Participants are not permitted to use mobile phones or other electronic devices during the 

online exam apart from the devices they are connecting to the MS Teams or Zoom.  

Questions concerning the content of the exam may not be asked during the exam. Participants 

shall not seek any assistance during the exam.  

The proctor may dismiss a participant from the exam at any time, according to Section 8.6 of 

the Instructions for the Establishment of the Certification Programmes at the International 

Anti-Corruption Academy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


